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The way Christmas is observed-at least in the Presbyterian Church-has changed dramatically since America
was settled. This book sketches those changes from the perspective of the Old Presbyterian Meeting House
in Alexandria, Virginia. Constructed in 1775, the Meeting House survived the Revolutionary War, and the
Scottish and Scots-Irish members of the congregation played leading roles in establishing the small port town
of Alexandria. Located directly across the Potomac River from Washington, D.C., Alexandria has had a
unique perspective on the development of the United States. Mount Vernon is only seven miles south of
Alexandria, and George Washington was a frequent visitor, with many dealings in the town. Members of the
Meeting House congregation were among his close friends. Daily life was very different in the eighteenth,
nineteenth, and mid-twentieth centuries from what it is in the early decades of the twenty-first. This book
notes the changes in living conditions in each of these four centuries as context for the narrative. The
Meeting House itself has also changed substantially from century to century, as has the practice of
Presbyterian worship in general and the Presbyterian observance of Christmas in particular. In the late
eighteenth century, Presbyterian congregations did not observe Christmas in public worship. By the time the
nation was poised on the brink of the Civil War, however, Santa Claus and Christmas trees had been
introduced in popular culture, although Presbyterians still felt it inappropriate to celebrate Christmas in
public worship. By the mid-twentieth century, Christmas services were held both at Alexandria's Second
Presbyterian Church and at the Meeting House. And by the end of the first decade of the twenty-first, music
and decorations had joined theology and education in prominent places in Presbyterian worship and in the
celebration of Christmas.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Tesch:

Inside other case, little people like to read book A History of Christmas in Four Centuries at the Old
Presbyterian Meeting House in Alexandria, Virginia. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a
book. As long as we know about how is important a book A History of Christmas in Four Centuries at the
Old Presbyterian Meeting House in Alexandria, Virginia. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country
until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize
it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Virginia Glass:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas do it
anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this A History of Christmas
in Four Centuries at the Old Presbyterian Meeting House in Alexandria, Virginia, you may tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
book.

Robert Music:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long
to reading a publication. The book A History of Christmas in Four Centuries at the Old Presbyterian Meeting
House in Alexandria, Virginia it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this
book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this
book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The
price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Darlene Heckart:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This A History of Christmas in Four
Centuries at the Old Presbyterian Meeting House in Alexandria, Virginia is simple to deliver you can read it
in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual



printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular
book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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