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The fifteenth century is more than any other the century of the persecution of witches. So wrote Johan
Huizinga more than eighty years ago in his classic Autumn of the Middle Ages. Although Huizinga was
correct in his observation, modern readers have tended to focus on the more spectacular witch-hunts of the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Nevertheless, it was during the late Middle Ages that the full stereotype
of demonic witchcraft developed in Europe, and this is the subject of Battling Demons.

At the heart of the story is Johannes Nider (d. 1438), a Dominican theologian and reformer who alternately
persecuted heretics and negotiated with them—a man who was by far the most important church authority to
write on witchcraft in the early fifteenth century. Nider was a major source for the infamous Malleus
maleficarum, or Hammer of Witches (1486), the manual of choice for witch-hunters in late medieval Europe.
Today Nider's reputation rests squarely on his witchcraft writings, but in his own day he was better known as
a leader of the reform movement within the Dominican order and as a writer of important tracts on numerous
other aspects of late medieval religiosity, including heresy and lay piety. Battling Demons places Nider in
this wider context, showing that for late medieval thinkers, witchcraft was one facet of a much larger crisis
plaguing Christian society.

As the only English-language study to focus exclusively on the rise of witchcraft in the early fifteenth
century, Battling Demons will be important to students and scholars of the history of magic and witchcraft
and medieval religious history.
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From reader reviews:

Wilma Baca:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book.
Examining a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Battling Demons:
Witchcraft, Heresy, and Reform in the Late Middle Ages (Magic in History) book since this book offers you
rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you may already know.

George Thomas:

This book untitled Battling Demons: Witchcraft, Heresy, and Reform in the Late Middle Ages (Magic in
History) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you
can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this
publication from your list.

Juan Farley:

The publication with title Battling Demons: Witchcraft, Heresy, and Reform in the Late Middle Ages (Magic
in History) has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific
book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so
you can read the item anywhere you want.

Stella Neal:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is Battling Demons: Witchcraft, Heresy, and Reform in the Late Middle Ages (Magic in History).
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