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The history and philosophy of the mysterious Cathar religion and its lost treasure

• Demonstrates that Catharism is not simply a heretical Christian cult as it is often portrayed

• Examines the evidence for the existence of a lost Cathar treasure and its possible connection to the Holy
Grail

On March 16, 1244, over 200 Cathars were captured in their fortress stronghold of Montségur and were
burned alive by troops of the Inquisition. While some Cathar enclaves survived into the next century, this
was the death blow to a religion that had been a powerful symbol of Occitain sovereignty against the designs
of the French monarchy and the papacy. History has recorded that four high-ranking Cathar perfecti carried a
great treasure out of Montségur the night before its fall, a fact that led rebel Huguenots of the 17th century
and members of Hitler’s S.S. to believe that an enormous treasure or weapon of awesome spiritual power lay
hidden somewhere nearby the ruins of the former Cathar stronghold.

Seeking to untangle the true from the false, Celtic and medieval scholar Jean Markale meticulously searches
through the obscure history of the Cathars, tracing their roots back to the ancient Zoroastrian religion of
Persia. He examines what earned the Cathars--who practiced vegetarianism, non-violence, and tolerance--the
ruthless persecution of both the Church and the state. He explores their doctrine, their place in medieval
Occitain culture, and their secret pact with the Knights Templar. Most important, he uses all available
documentation to reveal the nature of the treasure the Cathars spirited away from their fortress at Montségur
the night before its surrender to French troops.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Flannagan:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Montségur and the Mystery of the Cathars, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Alexandra Sauer:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Montségur and the Mystery of the Cathars will give you a new experience in reading a book.

Antoinette Hogg:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library
or even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or
real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Montségur and the Mystery of the Cathars can make you experience
more interested to read.

Ilene Cody:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source in which
filled update of news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference
book, new and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to
open your book? Or just searching for the Montségur and the Mystery of the Cathars when you needed it?
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