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To celebrate the 100th anniversary of Posada's death, A Century of Skeletons collects nearly 1,000
reproductions of original prints, including dozens of engravings never before published. Over the last
century, Posada's satirical illustrations with their signature "calaveras," or skeletons, have become
synonymous with the imagery of Mexico's Day of the Dead celebrations. Often guised in various costumes,
such as the Calavera de la Catrina, the "Skull of the Female Dandy," Posada's Calaveras also satirized the
lifestyle of the Mexican upper classes during the reign of Porfirio Díaz. His prints and lithographs utilize a
distinctive blend of black, white and middle tones and his works in type metal, zinc and wood make dramatic
use of proportion and disproportion. Reflecting on various aspects of Posada's life and work, this volume
contains essays by Juan Villoro, Helia Bonilla, Monserrat Galí and Rafael Barajas, as well as a study by
Mercurio López that organizes a significant part of Posada's work chronologically, and with regard to the
printmaking techniques employed. It also includes two complementary sections: one examining the technical
transition from lead to zinc in engraving and a second giving examples of the iconographical sources for
Posada's work.
José Guadalupe Posada (1852-1913) studied lithography as a young man and opened a commercial print
shop in the 1870s, focusing on advertising, book illustration and broadsides. After the shop was destroyed in
a flood, Posada relocated to Mexico City and began moving toward cheaper methods of printmaking. It was
there that Posada began contributing his satirical cartoons to news flyers and periodicals, using his adept
imagery to communicate with a largely illiterate public. Though he died virtually unknown, Posada has been
acknowledged by Diego Rivera and José Clemente Orozco as the godfather of modern Mexican art.
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From reader reviews:

Esta Banks:

The book Posada: A Century of Skeletons can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Posada: A Century of Skeletons?
Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many details for
us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that
you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Posada: A Century of
Skeletons has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
search the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Blanche Watson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Posada: A Century of Skeletons is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Dora Bair:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Posada:
A Century of Skeletons your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve
then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Posada:
A Century of Skeletons giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving
you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Elizabeth Morris:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Posada: A
Century of Skeletons which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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