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In 16th century Europe, poetry had lost much of its cultural value. It became known as a narrow and
frivolous activity, much like it is now, and it was under attack by religious authorities because it was seen as
licentious or subversive. So Sidney prepared “a legal defense” of poetry, trying to restore this sacred practice
to its former glory. Sidney tried to argue that poetry was not the frivolous activity that many contemporary
poets were practicing. Instead, he argued that it was an ancient epistemological tradition. He tried to prove
that it was a serious intellectual endeavor that embodied the Renaissance principle of “reason,” every bit as
important as history or philosophy. He further argued that poetry was not subversive. It supported traditional
didactic, moral, and religious purposes. The poetic work of Petrarch and Sidney represented a proto-
Romantic preoccupation with the heroic sufferings of the poet in love, and they expressed their romantic
ideas through formulaic verse. But did the form of the Petrarchan sonnet sequence, and the romantic
philosophy of Petrarch, fit Sidney’s lofty definition of what poetry and the poet should be? Did Sidney live
up to his own exalted philosophical vocation of the myth-poetic prophet? Or was Sidney’s adoption of the
Petrarchan sequence more of a verbal exercise, a formulaic offshoot of the Scholastic Latin tradition, which
was heavily entrenched in Early Modern Europe? Like many poets, Sidney set himself an impossible task
and he became the protagonist of a tragedy, rather than a classical hero quest. Sidney’s glory comes not
through triumph, but only through the artistry of his self-inflicted pain, and through the pity of a sympathetic
audience. But in this pain, Sidney does move his audience with a poetic truth that captures an important
message about the human condition. Thus, Sidney does seem to embody, at least in part, his lofty poetic
philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

James Collis:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Sir Philip Sidney: An
Apology for Poetry & Astrophel and Stella? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Robert Riggio:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
mainly because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Sir Philip Sidney: An Apology
for Poetry & Astrophel and Stella to read.

David Smith:

The event that you get from Sir Philip Sidney: An Apology for Poetry & Astrophel and Stella will be the
more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Sir Philip Sidney: An Apology for Poetry &
Astrophel and Stella giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way
that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this particular Sir Philip Sidney: An Apology for Poetry & Astrophel and Stella
instantly.

John McGinnis:

The book with title Sir Philip Sidney: An Apology for Poetry & Astrophel and Stella posesses a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right
now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.
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