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One of the largest and most feared military forces in the world, the Red Army was a key player in advancing
the cause of Soviet socialism. Rising out of revolutionary-era citizen militias, it aspired to the greatness
needed to confront its Cold War adversaries but was woefully unprepared to change with the times.

In this first comprehensive study of the Soviet officer corps, Roger Reese traces the history of the Red Army
from Civil War triumph through near-decimation in World War II and demoralizing quagmire in
Afghanistan to the close scrutiny it came under during Gorbachev's reform era. Reese takes readers inside the
Red Army to reconstruct the social and institutional dynamics that shaped its leadership and effectiveness
over seventy-three years. He depicts the lives of these officers by revealing their class origins, life
experiences, party loyalty, and attitudes toward professionalism. He tells how these men were shaped by
Russian culture and Soviet politics and how the Communist Party dominated every aspect of their careers but
never allowed them the autonomy they needed to cultivate a high level of military effectiveness.

Despite its struggle to develop and maintain professionalism, the officer corps was often hampered by factors
inextricably intertwined with the Soviet state: Marxist theory, revolutionary ideology, friction between party
and non-party members, and the influence of the army's political administration organs. Reese shows that by
rejecting the Western bourgeois model of military professionalism the state greatly limited its officer corps'
ability to develop a more effective military. While a sense of group identity emerged among officers after
World War II, it quickly lost relevance in the face of postwar challenges, especially the war in Afghanistan,
which underscored fatal flaws in command leadership.

Red Commanders offers new insight into the workings of a military giant and also restores Leon Trotsky to
his rightful place in Soviet military history by featuring his ideas on building a new army from the ground
up. It is an important look behind the scenes at a military establishment that continues to face leadership
challenges in Russia today.
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Baker:

This Red Commanders: A Social History of the Soviet Army Officer Corps, 1918-1991 (Modern War
Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh,
you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific
Red Commanders: A Social History of the Soviet Army Officer Corps, 1918-1991 (Modern War Studies)
(Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Red Commanders: A Social History of the Soviet Army
Officer Corps, 1918-1991 (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) can bring whenever
you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the
lovely laptop even cell phone. This Red Commanders: A Social History of the Soviet Army Officer Corps,
1918-1991 (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) having good arrangement in word
along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Randolph Dilworth:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Red Commanders: A Social History of the
Soviet Army Officer Corps, 1918-1991 (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)), you can
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can
occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Fred Ashman:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Red Commanders: A Social History of the Soviet
Army Officer Corps, 1918-1991 (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside
or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Patricia Howland:

You can obtain this Red Commanders: A Social History of the Soviet Army Officer Corps, 1918-1991
(Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply



viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for
you.
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