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Savage Theory articulates the powerful mythology of cinema as the premier medium for magic in modern
times. Envisioning the cinema as a form of magical ritual that possesses the power to enliven, heal, and
enchant, Rachel O. Moore explores modernity’s relationship to the primitive by analyzing understandings of
primitive belief and ritual in early film theory alongside illustrative scenes from popular as well as avant-
garde film.
Moore mines the theories of language, spectatorship, and cinematic expression in the writings of Vachel
Lindsay, Sergei Eisenstein, Siegfried Kracauer, and Walter Benjamin, among others. Illuminating the links
between these theorists’ preoccupations with cinema as a form of primal communication and the numbing
effects of modernity, she demonstrates how movies are uniquely able to negotiate the fragmentary and
isolating nature of a modern world. In constructing an alternative to cognitive, psychoanalytic, and
ideological approaches to film analysis, Moore provides eye-opening discussions of films such as Kenneth
Anger’s Scorpio Rising, Hollis Frampton’s Nostalgia, and Robert Bresson’s l’Argent. Drawing from Marx’s
theory of the commodity and Lukács’s work on second nature, she outlines the fetish character of the film
image and reveals the emergence of the camera as a magical tool replete with animistic powers otherwise
lost in the storm of progress.
Bound to influence the way future scholars think about the connection between modernism and primitivism,
as well as the role of cinema therein during the early twentieth century, Savage Theory will be welcomed by
scholars of film theory and anthropology and will also appeal to a wider cultural studies audience.
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From reader reviews:

George Hartzell:

Savage Theory: Cinema as Modern Magic can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Savage Theory: Cinema as Modern
Magic but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of
crucial thinking.

Alice Bowers:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer might be Savage Theory: Cinema as Modern Magic why because the amazing
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic
as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Will Cathcart:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can
know everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet.
Every year ended up being exactly added. This e-book Savage Theory: Cinema as Modern Magic was filled
about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.

Phyllis Spencer:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. On
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Savage Theory: Cinema as Modern Magic when you necessary it?
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