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This volume surveys the development of the American musical during the 20th century by focusing on one
of the most important yet least recognized members of the creative team: the lyricist. From George M. Cohan
and Irving Berlin through Oscar Hammerstein II, Alan Jay Lerner, Ira Gershwin, Stephen Sondheim, and
others, Word Crazy examines both well-known and obscure writers who have shaped one of America's most
beloved theatrical forms. The author offers an overview of each lyricist's career and works and evaluates his
or her strengths, weaknesses, patterns, temperament, and personal vision. The result is an unusual critical
history of the Broadway musical that will be of significant interest to students of the theatre as well as to
anyone who wishes to learn more about the unique craft of the theatre lyricist.

Beginning with George M. Cohan, the American theatre's first important lyricist, and continuing up into the
1980s, the book presents an overall history of the musical theatre during this century. Hischak explores the
various trends and movements, from the early operettas through the arrival of jazz, and up through the
conceptual musicals of the last 30 years. The treatment is chronological with most chapters focusing on a
single lyricist. A bibliography and index complete the volume. By reviewing the careers and works of
America's most influential theatre lyricists, Hischak offers a fresh new perspective on the evolution of
musical theatre in America.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be smart in
having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Word Crazy: Broadway Lyricists from Cohan
to Sondheim book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Jimmy Robertson:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Word Crazy: Broadway
Lyricists from Cohan to Sondheim, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide.
Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Mitchell Diaz:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Word Crazy: Broadway
Lyricists from Cohan to Sondheim can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these guides have than the others?

Larry Brackett:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This guide Word Crazy: Broadway Lyricists from Cohan to Sondheim was filled
concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book that you wanted.
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