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From the preface by SF legend Bruce Sterling:

"Dery...brandishes a Diogenes lantern as the the smoke thickens on every side. ... Beset with
Google erudition, [these essays] tackle a dizzying set of topics--even within the essays, within
the very sentences, there are dizzying arrays of topics. ... He's very good at going into areas of
culture you wouldn't care to visit yourself, and performing autopsies. He assesses each bone
and organ in detail. Not in a crowd-pleasing way--he doesn't prettify it, culture-industrialize it
and build a gift-shop at the door. Mark is like a Martian probe. He is high-tech. He is way out
there, on his own. He came equipped with an onboard set of lenses and abrasion tools."

From the cultural critic Wired called "provocative and cuttingly humorous" comes a viciously funny,
joltingly insightful collection of drive-by critiques of contemporary America where chaos is the new normal.
Exploring the darkest corners of the national psyche and the nethermost regions of the self--the gothic, the
grotesque, and the carnivalesque--Mark Dery makes sense of the cultural dynamics of the American
madhouse early in the twenty-first century.
Here are essays on the pornographic fantasies of Star Trek fans, Facebook as Limbo of the Lost, George W.
Bush's fear of his inner queer, the theme-parking of the Holocaust, the homoerotic subtext of the Super
Bowl, the hidden agendas of IQ tests, Santa's secret kinship with Satan, the sadism of dentists, Hitler's
afterlife on YouTube, the sexual identity of 2001's HAL, the suicide note considered as a literary genre, the
surrealist poetry of robot spam, the zombie apocalypse, Lady Gaga, the Church of Euthanasia, toy guns in
the dream lives of American boys, and the polymorphous perversity of Madonna's big toe.
Dery casts a critical eye on the accepted order of things, boldly crossing into the intellectual no-fly zones
demarcated by cultural warriors on both sides of America's ideological divide: controversy-phobic corporate
media, blinkered academic elites, and middlebrow tastemakers. Intellectually omnivorous and promiscuously
interdisciplinary, Dery's writing is a generalist's guilty pleasure in an age of nanospecialization and niche
marketing. From Menckenesque polemics on American society and deft deconstructions of pop culture to
unflinching personal essays in which Dery turns his scalpel-sharp wit on himself, I Must Not Think Bad
Thoughts is a head-spinning intellectual ride through American dreams and American nightmares.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Calderon:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication I Must Not Think Bad
Thoughts: Drive-by Essays on American Dread, American Dreams will make you to become smarter. You
can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or
reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have
you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Edward Shaw:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This I Must Not Think Bad Thoughts:
Drive-by Essays on American Dread, American Dreams is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Myrtle McDonald:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. I Must Not Think Bad Thoughts: Drive-by Essays on American Dread, American
Dreams can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

David Gaiter:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this I Must Not Think Bad Thoughts: Drive-by Essays on American Dread, American
Dreams can make you really feel more interested to read.
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