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Next to the Bible itself, the English Bible was -- and is -- the most influential book ever published. The most
famous of all English Bibles, the King James Version, was the culmination of centuries of work by various
translators, from John Wycliffe, the fourteenth-century catalyst of English Bible translation, to the committee
of scholars who collaborated on the King James translation. "Wide as the Waters" examines the life and
work of Wycliffe and recounts the tribulations of his successors, including William Tyndale, who was
martyred, Miles Coverdale, and others who came to bitter ends. It traces the story of the English Bible
through the tumultuous reigns of Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary Tudor, and Elizabeth I, a time of fierce
contest between Catholics and Protes-tants in England, as the struggle to establish a vernacular Bible was
fought among competing factions. In the course of that struggle, Sir Thomas More, later made a Catholic
saint, helped orchestrate the assault on the English Bible, only to find his own true faith the plaything of his
king.In 1604, a committee of fifty-four scholars, the flower of Oxford and Cambridge, collaborated on the
new translation for King James. Their collective expertise in biblical languages and related fields has
probably never been matched, and the translation they produced -- substantially based on the earlier work of
Wycliffe, Tyndale, and others -- would shape English literature and speech for centuries. As the great
English historian Macaulay wrote of their version, "If everything else in our language should perish, it alone
would suffice to show the extent of its beauty and power." To this day its common expressions, such as
"labor of love," "lick the dust," "a thorn in the flesh," "the root of all evil," "the fat of the land," "the sweat of
thy brow," "to cast pearls before swine," and "the shadow of death," are heard in everyday speech.The
impact of the English Bible on law and society was profound. It gave every literate person access to the
sacred text, which helped to foster the spirit of inquiry through reading and reflection. This, in turn,
accelerated the growth of commercial printing and the proliferation of books. Once people were free to
interpret the word of God according to the light of their own understanding, they began to question the
authority of their inherited institutions, both religious and secular. This led to reformation within the Church,
and to the rise of constitutional government in England and the end of the divine right of kings. England
fought a Civil War in the light (and shadow) of such concepts, and by them confirmed the Glorious
Revolution of 1688. In time, the new world of ideas that the English Bible helped inspire spread across the
Atlantic to America, and eventually, like Wycliffe's sea-borne scattered ashes, all the world over, "as wide as
the waters be.""Wide as the Waters" is a story about a crucial epoch in the history of Christianity, about the
English language and society, and about a book that changed the course of human events.
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From reader reviews:

David Anthony:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably
you should have this Wide As the Waters: The Story of the English Bible and the Revolution It Inspired.

Nick Zapata:

The book Wide As the Waters: The Story of the English Bible and the Revolution It Inspired make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a
book Wide As the Waters: The Story of the English Bible and the Revolution It Inspired to be your habit,
you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a publication Wide As the Waters: The Story
of the English Bible and the Revolution It Inspired. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Austin Lawrence:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Wide As the Waters: The Story of the English Bible and the Revolution It Inspired your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one type
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The Wide As the Waters: The Story of the
English Bible and the Revolution It Inspired giving you yet another experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Alyson Ward:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Wide As the Waters: The Story of the English Bible and the Revolution
It Inspired why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense



will directly show you to pick up this book.
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