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On October 23, 1852, Professor Augustus De Morgan wrote a letter to a colleague, unaware that he was
launching one of the most famous mathematical conundrums in history--one that would confound thousands
of puzzlers for more than a century. This is the amazing story of how the "map problem" was solved.

The problem posed in the letter came from a former student: What is the least possible number of colors
needed to fill in any map (real or invented) so that neighboring counties are always colored differently? This
deceptively simple question was of minimal interest to cartographers, who saw little need to limit how many
colors they used. But the problem set off a frenzy among professional mathematicians and amateur problem
solvers, among them Lewis Carroll, an astronomer, a botanist, an obsessive golfer, the Bishop of London, a
man who set his watch only once a year, a California traffic cop, and a bridegroom who spent his
honeymoon coloring maps. In their pursuit of the solution, mathematicians painted maps on doughnuts and
horseshoes and played with patterned soccer balls and the great rhombicuboctahedron.

It would be more than one hundred years (and countless colored maps) later before the result was finally
established. Even then, difficult questions remained, and the intricate solution--which involved no fewer than
1,200 hours of computer time--was greeted with as much dismay as enthusiasm.

Providing a clear and elegant explanation of the problem and the proof, Robin Wilson tells how a seemingly
innocuous question baffled great minds and stimulated exciting mathematics with far-flung applications.
This is the entertaining story of those who failed to prove, and those who ultimately did prove, that four
colors do indeed suffice to color any map.

This new edition features many color illustrations. It also includes a new foreword by Ian Stewart on the
importance of the map problem and how it was solved.
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From reader reviews:

Marcia Eberhart:

This Four Colors Suffice: How the Map Problem Was Solved (Princeton Science Library) book is just not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
will be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you
read a lot of information you will get. This particular Four Colors Suffice: How the Map Problem Was
Solved (Princeton Science Library) without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Four Colors Suffice: How the Map Problem Was Solved
(Princeton Science Library) can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be
full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Four Colors Suffice: How the
Map Problem Was Solved (Princeton Science Library) having excellent arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Rita Campanelli:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book
entitled Four Colors Suffice: How the Map Problem Was Solved (Princeton Science Library) your thoughts
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get before. The Four Colors Suffice: How the Map Problem Was Solved
(Princeton Science Library) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Virgina Scheffer:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Four Colors Suffice: How the Map
Problem Was Solved (Princeton Science Library) guide written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you
still skepticism Four Colors Suffice: How the Map Problem Was Solved (Princeton Science Library) as good
book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its
deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Michael Carr:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up



being exactly added. This book Four Colors Suffice: How the Map Problem Was Solved (Princeton Science
Library) was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how
big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now,
many ways to get book that you wanted.
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