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In the turbulent decade since the collapse of the Soviet Union, conditions have worsened considerably for
many Russians, and a wide-ranging debate has raged over the nature and destiny of their country. In Russia
in Search of Itself, James H. Billington, the Librarian of Congress and a noted expert on Russia, examines
the efforts of a proud but troubled nation to find a post-Soviet identity. The agenda has not been controlled
from the top-down and center-out as in Russia's past. Nor has it been set by any intellectual giant such as
Sakharov or Solzhenitsyn.

Billington describes the contentious discussion occurring all over Russia and across the political spectrum.
He finds conflicts raging among individuals as much as between organized groups and finds a deep
underlying tension between the Russians' attempts to legitimize their new, nominally democratic identity,
and their efforts to craft a new version of their old authoritarian tradition. After showing how the problem of
Russian identity was framed in the past, Billington asks whether Russians will now look more to the West
for a place in the common European home, or to the East for a new, Eurasian identity. Billington sees three
elements shaping Russian culture: Orthodox Christianity; a special feeling for nature; and an intermittent,
sometimes excessive passion for imported innovation. Out of this mix, he suggests, Russia must find its own
moral anchor for its venture into democracy if it is to avoid falling back on a negative and authoritarian
nationalism in order to recreate some sense of common purpose in society.

The prospects for world peace in the twenty-first century depend in large measure on the way Russians
decide to define themselves in the next few years. Drawing on his vast knowledge of Russian history, his
frequent visits to Russia in the past decade, and his longstanding relationships with Russians from many
different regions and segments of society, Billington provides an authoritative exploration of one of the
world's most pressing issues.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Elsberry:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that
question due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this Russia in Search of Itself
to read.

Eleanor Williams:

The experience that you get from Russia in Search of Itself may be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to understand but Russia in Search of Itself giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read the item
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having this kind of Russia in Search of Itself instantly.

Gary Simms:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent the entire day to reading a guide. The book Russia in Search of Itself it is rather good to read. There are
a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Michael Rahn:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Russia in Search of Itself can be the
solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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