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Although the monuments of Washington, D.C., honor more than two centuries of history and heroes, five
years of that history produced more of the city's public commemorative sculpture than all the others
combined. The heroes of the Civil War command Washington's choicest vantage points and most visible
parks, lending their names to the city's most familiar circles and squares?Scott, Farragut, Logan, Sheridan,
Dupont, and others.

In Testament to Union, Kathryn Allamong Jacob tells the stories behind the many District of Columbia
statues that honor participants in the Civil War, predominantly Union, and testify to their sacrifice and valor.
In her introduction, Jacob puts these monuments in historical context, describing the often bitter battles over
control of historical memory, the postwar monument business (a lone soldier-in-granite model could cost a
community as little as $1,000), and the rise of the "city beautiful" movement that transformed Washington.
She then offers individual descriptions of forty-one sculptures, providing a lively and informative guide to
some of Washington's most beautiful and moving works of art.

Organized geographically for easy use on walking or driving tours, the entries begin by listing the subject or
title of the memorial along with its sculptor, medium, date, and location. Jacob describes its various elements
and symbols, and she notes who commissioned the sculpture, who paid for it (or failed to pay in several
cases), and who approved its design and placement. She also includes anecdotes and controversies that bring
the monuments and their colorful history more fully to life. Admiral David Farragut's statue, for example, is
cast from the propeller of his ship the U.S.S. Hartford, from whose rigging he shouted, "Damn the
torpedoes! Full speed ahead!" during the battle of Mobile Bay. At the dedication of Lincoln Park's
Emancipation Monument in 1876, the largest assembly of African-American to date, speaker Frederick
Douglass shocked white listeners with thinly veiled criticism of the martyred Lincoln.

Edwin Remsberg's photographs of the monuments capture striking images of war and sacrifice?the straining
horses and terrified men of the cavalry grouping at the Grant Monument; the vivid tomb effigy of young
John Meigs, depicting him as he was found dead in a field; the Pension Building frieze with its hundreds of
finely detailed terra cotta soldiers and sailors marching and rowing across the face of the building. Along
with swashbuckling generals atop pedestals bristling with cannon, unexpected subjects appear. A statue of
John Ericsson, the Swedish-American who designed the Monitor and perfected the screw propeller for the
Union Navy, is hidden in a circle of shrubbery beside the Potomac. A bas-relief of twelve nuns dedicated to
the memory of various religious orders who nursed the wounded during the Civil War sits beside noisy
Rhode Island Avenue. In addition to the enormous white temple to Lincoln on the Mall, four smaller statues
of that president can be found in the city where he was assassinated.

Washington's Civil War sculptures bear silent witness to the struggle to preserve the Union. They are the
fruit of conscious efforts to shape the nation's memory of that struggle. For tourists and long-time residents,
and for anyone interested in the Civil War or public art, Testament to Union is a wonderful guide to these
tangible connections to the nation's past and an era when public monuments packed powerful messages.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Oliver:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get great deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time,
we will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what
kind of activity are there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly
unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending
your spare time, the book you have read is definitely Testament to Union: Civil War Monuments in
Washington, D.C..

Christopher Hairston:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be study. Testament to Union: Civil War Monuments in Washington, D.C. can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Alberta Keyes:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Testament to Union: Civil War Monuments in Washington, D.C. this
publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy
to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Sena Meyer:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this Testament to Union: Civil War Monuments in Washington, D.C. can make you feel more interested
to read.
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