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Compton, California, is often associated in the public mind with urban America's toughest problems,
including economic disinvestment, gang violence, and failing public schools. Before it became synonymous
with inner-city decay, however, Compton's affordability, proximity to manufacturing jobs, and location ten
miles outside downtown Los Angeles made it attractive to aspiring suburbanites seeking single-family homes
and quality schools. As Compton faced challenges in the twentieth century, and as the majority population
shifted from white to African American and then to Latino, the battle for control over the school district
became symbolic of Compton's economic, social, and political crises.

Death of a Suburban Dream explores the history of Compton from its founding in the late nineteenth century
to the present, taking on three critical issues—the history of race and educational equity, the relationship
between schools and place, and the complicated intersection of schooling and municipal economies—as they
shaped a Los Angeles suburb experiencing economic and demographic transformation. Emily E. Straus
carefully traces the roots of antagonism between two historically disenfranchised populations, blacks and
Latinos, as these groups resisted municipal power sharing within a context of scarcity. Using archival
research and oral histories, this complex narrative reveals how increasingly racialized poverty and violence
made Compton, like other inner-ring suburbs, resemble a troubled urban center. Ultimately, the book argues
that Compton's school crisis is not, at heart, a crisis of education; it is a long-term crisis of development.

Avoiding simplistic dichotomies between urban and suburban, Death of a Suburban Dream broadens our
understanding of the dynamics connecting residents and institutions of the suburbs, as well as the changing
ethnic and political landscape in metropolitan America.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Kang:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Death of a Suburban Dream: Race and Schools in
Compton, California (Politics and Culture in Modern America). You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book Death of a Suburban Dream: Race and
Schools in Compton, California (Politics and Culture in Modern America). You can add understanding and
of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet device. It
is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Linda Banks:

This Death of a Suburban Dream: Race and Schools in Compton, California (Politics and Culture in Modern
America) are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Death of
a Suburban Dream: Race and Schools in Compton, California (Politics and Culture in Modern America) can
be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food
but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will
be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this Death of a Suburban Dream: Race and Schools in Compton, California
(Politics and Culture in Modern America) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have
it and enjoy reading.

Robin Almeida:

This Death of a Suburban Dream: Race and Schools in Compton, California (Politics and Culture in Modern
America) is great e-book for you because the content which is full of information for you who have always
deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great
manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can
have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Death of a Suburban Dream: Race and Schools in
Compton, California (Politics and Culture in Modern America) in your hand like keeping the world in your
arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you
still doubt this?

Charline Bynum:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a



book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Death
of a Suburban Dream: Race and Schools in Compton, California (Politics and Culture in Modern America)
provide you with new experience in examining a book.
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