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Mathematics is often thought of as the coldest expression of pure reason. But few subjects provoke hotter
emotions--and inspire more love and hatred--than mathematics. And although math is frequently idealized as
floating above the messiness of human life, its story is nothing if not human; often, it is all too human.
Loving and Hating Mathematics is about the hidden human, emotional, and social forces that shape
mathematics and affect the experiences of students and mathematicians. Written in a lively, accessible style,
and filled with gripping stories and anecdotes, Loving and Hating Mathematics brings home the intense
pleasures and pains of mathematical life.

These stories challenge many myths, including the notions that mathematics is a solitary pursuit and a
"young man's game," the belief that mathematicians are emotionally different from other people, and even
the idea that to be a great mathematician it helps to be a little bit crazy. Reuben Hersh and Vera John-Steiner
tell stories of lives in math from their very beginnings through old age, including accounts of teaching and
mentoring, friendships and rivalries, love affairs and marriages, and the experiences of women and
minorities in a field that has traditionally been unfriendly to both. Included here are also stories of people for
whom mathematics has been an immense solace during times of crisis, war, and even imprisonment--as well
as of those rare individuals driven to insanity and even murder by an obsession with math.

This is a book for anyone who wants to understand why the most rational of human endeavors is at the same
time one of the most emotional.
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From reader reviews:

Mellisa White:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Loving and
Hating Mathematics: Challenging the Myths of Mathematical Life? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Dennis James:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Loving and Hating
Mathematics: Challenging the Myths of Mathematical Life book as this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

William Carroll:

This Loving and Hating Mathematics: Challenging the Myths of Mathematical Life is new way for you who
has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
Loving and Hating Mathematics: Challenging the Myths of Mathematical Life can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books
build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in
publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't
miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.

Michelle Jarvis:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Loving and Hating Mathematics: Challenging the Myths of
Mathematical Life can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have factor
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Loving and Hating Mathematics:
Challenging the Myths of Mathematical Life.
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