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In this remarkable collaboration, one of the nation's leading civil rights lawyers joins forces with one of the
world's foremost cultural psychologists to put American constitutional law into an American cultural context.
By close readings of key Supreme Court opinions, they show how storytelling tactics and deeply rooted
mythic structures shape the Court's decisions about race, family law, and the death penalty.

Minding the Law explores crucial psychological processes involved in the work of lawyers and judges:
deciding whether particular cases fit within a legal rule ("categorizing"), telling stories to justify one's claims
or undercut those of an adversary ("narrative"), and tailoring one's language to be persuasive without
appearing partisan ("rhetorics"). Because these processes are not unique to the law, courts' decisions cannot
rest solely upon legal logic but must also depend vitally upon the underlying culture's storehouse of familiar
tales of heroes and villains.

But a culture's stock of stories is not changeless.

Amsterdam and Bruner argue that culture itself is a dialectic constantly in progress, a conflict between the
established canon and newly imagined "possible worlds." They illustrate the swings of this dialectic by a
masterly analysis of the Supreme Court's race-discrimination decisions during the past century.

A passionate plea for heightened consciousness about the way law is practiced and made, Minding the Law
will be welcomed by a new generation concerned with renewing law's commitment to a humane justice.
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From reader reviews:

Veronica Roberts:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you read
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Minding the Law provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.

Leonard Bartow:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Minding the Law can be the solution, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in
this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Marsha Young:

You will get this Minding the Law by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it
may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various.
Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era
just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

William Levitt:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Minding the Law when you desired it?
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