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The New Orleans Spiritual churches constitute a distinctive African-American belief system.  Influenced by
Catholicism, Pentecostalism, Spiritualism, and Voodoo, the group is a New World syncretic faith, similar to
Espiritismo, Santería, and Umbanda. The Spiritual Churches of New Orleans combines a historical account
of the emergence of this religion with careful ethnographic description of current congregations.  At the same
time, text and photographs eloquently convey the ecstasy at the heart of the Spiritual experience.

The Spiritual churches began in the 1920s as a women's movement.  Men later assumed leadership in an
effort to legitimate the group within the New Orleans religious community and form associations with
Spiritual churches elsewhere in the United States.

Unlike earlier researchers, who treated practices in the churches as expressions of black folk traditions, the
authors see Spiritual ritual not as based on magic, but as the way the sacred is acted out within an African-
American aesthetic.  During worship, members may be filled by the Holy Spirit, as in Pentecostal churches,
or "entertain" spirits or spirit guides, as in Spiritualism or Voodoo.  Prophecy and healing are presented as
the markers of this faith, and the Native American figure Black Hawk as a major symbol of empowerment.

Based on extensive interviews with church members, years of participant observation, and careful research in
documentary sources, this book achieves rigorous conceptual clarity in a straightforward, engaging style.

The Authors: Claude F. Jacobs holds a Ph.D. in anthropology from Tulane University.  He teaches at
Oakland University.

Andrew J. Kaslow holds a Ph.D. in anthropology from Columbia University.  He is a consultant to
international organizations.
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From reader reviews:

Delores Breedlove:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Spiritual Churches of New Orleans: Origins, Beliefs,
and Rituals of an African-American Religion as your daily resource information.

Robert Brown:

Often the book The Spiritual Churches of New Orleans: Origins, Beliefs, and Rituals of an African-
American Religion will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style
to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The
book The Spiritual Churches of New Orleans: Origins, Beliefs, and Rituals of an African-American Religion
is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can
more easily to read the book.

Ira Knudsen:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Spiritual Churches of New
Orleans: Origins, Beliefs, and Rituals of an African-American Religion publication written by well-known
writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the
book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Spiritual Churches of New Orleans: Origins, Beliefs, and
Rituals of an African-American Religion as good book but not only by the cover but also through the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Carolyn Walton:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Spiritual Churches of New Orleans:
Origins, Beliefs, and Rituals of an African-American Religion can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book
you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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