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The decision announced by John F. Kennedy on May 25, 1961, initiating the expedition to the moon, is now
documented in full for future students of history. To John Logsdon, whose approach is that of a political
scientist examining the influence of men and events on the decision-making process, the decision to land a
man on the moon "before this decade is out" was wholly political rather than military, although overtones of
implied defense were useful in obtaining congressional support. Moreover, he notes it was made without the
support of the scientific community, although their previous research efforts were expected partially to offset
this deterrent.

Although the success of the Russian manned orbit and the fiasco of the Bay of Pigs invasion certainly
influenced the timing, in the author's interpretation the Kennedy decision manages to escape the narrow
definition of a public relations exhibition. In Kennedy's view, he emphasizes, the security of the country
itself was inseparably linked to a position of prestige in world opinion. Nor was he a particular enthusiast of
space exploration for its own rewards. As he remarked to one of his advisors, "If you had a scientific
spectacular on this earth that would be more useful—say desalting the ocean—or something just as dramatic
and convincing as space, then we would do that."

The thoroughness of this book as a historical record is evident throughout. NASA historical records and
government documents not previously released, including several Presidential papers, are used in the
analysis, and the author weaves these records together with subtleties of opinion from interviews with NASA
officials and such Kennedy advisors as Theodore Sorenson, McGeorge Bundy, David Bell, and Jerome
Wiesner.
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From reader reviews:

Joe Vizcarra:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Decision to Go to the Moon: Apollo Project and the National Interest
(Phoenix Books). Try to face the book Decision to Go to the Moon: Apollo Project and the National Interest
(Phoenix Books) as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience
in addition to knowledge with this book.

Susannah Williams:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Decision to Go to the Moon: Apollo Project
and the National Interest (Phoenix Books) was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Decision to Go to the Moon: Apollo Project and the National Interest (Phoenix Books) has many kinds
or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.

Richard Sauls:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
internal or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Decision to Go to the Moon: Apollo Project and the National Interest (Phoenix
Books) can make you experience more interested to read.

Aaron Edgington:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Decision to Go to the Moon:
Apollo Project and the National Interest (Phoenix Books).
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