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The best known of Hawthorne’s works, The Scarlet Letter presents a sad tale of love and betrayal set within
the context of seventeenth-century Puritan New England. The values and mores of the Puritan settlement
influence the social as well as the gender expectations of the narrative, but Hawthorne through his narrator
looks back upon this world with a nineteenth-century sensibility that affects the development of the
characters. Within the novel, the individual minor characters and the community as a whole articulate the
strict code by which individuals are expected to live and by which they are judged when they engage in
wrongdoing. For the seventeenth-century world that Hawthorne recreates, emphasis is placed upon the
struggle between righteousness and sin. Hawthorne explores how this emphasis contributes to individual
failings rooted in self-righteousness and self-justification. The act that precipitates the unfolding of the
narrative occurs prior to the opening scene. Hester Prynne, a young wife whose husband remains absent from
the settlement, violates her marriage vows by engaging in a sexual relationship with the Reverend Arthur
Dimmesdale, a minister who seeks to establish his place among the Puritan divines of New England. Jailed
for her crime when her pregnancy becomes known, Hester is judged guilty of adultery. The novel opens as
Hester is brought forth upon the scaffold to face public condemnation for her sin. While Hester stands upon
the scaffold holding her newborn daughter Pearl, she sees her husband, who now goes by the name of Roger
Chillingworth, standing at the edges of the crowd. She also sees her lover, Arthur Dimmesdale, standing in
the company of Puritan ministers and officials. A brave and strong-willed woman, Hester refuses to betray
her lover, but realizes from her perspective on the scaffold that she must face her trials alone, that neither of
the men who has affected her life will openly be a part of her future. These four characters become entangled
in a web of concealment, deceit, and revenge, a web that can only be broken by honesty, confession and
forgiveness.
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From reader reviews:

Greg Wilson:

This book untitled The Scarlet Letter to be one of several books which best seller in this year, this is because
when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail
outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this
reserve from your list.

Carmen Russell:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a reserve. The book The Scarlet Letter it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Joseph Vargas:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this The Scarlet Letter can make you experience more interested to read.

Sebrina Knapp:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the The Scarlet Letter when you required it?
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