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Imagine trying to understand a stained glass window by breaking it into pieces and examining it one shard at
a time. While you could probably learn a lot about each piece, you would have no idea about what the entire
picture looks like. This is reductionism—the idea that to understand the world we only need to study its
pieces—and it is how most social scientists approach their work.

In A Crude Look at the Whole, social scientist and economist John H. Miller shows why we need to start
looking at whole pictures. For one thing, whether we are talking about stock markets, computer networks, or
biological organisms, individual parts only make sense when we remember that they are part of larger
wholes. And perhaps more importantly, those wholes can take on behaviors that are strikingly different from
that of their pieces.
Miller, a leading expert in the computational study of complex adaptive systems, reveals astounding global
patterns linking the organization of otherwise radically different structures: It might seem crude, but a
beehive’s temperature control system can help predict market fluctuations and a mammal’s heartbeat can
help us understand the “heartbeat” of a city and adapt urban planning accordingly. From enduring racial
segregation to sudden stock market disasters, once we start drawing links between complex systems, we can
start solving what otherwise might be totally intractable problems.

Thanks to this revolutionary perspective, we can finally transcend the limits of reductionism and discover
crucial new ideas. Scientifically founded and beautifully written, A Crude Look at the Whole is a powerful
exploration of the challenges that we face as a society. As it reveals, taking the crude look might be the only
way to truly see.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Love:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
These are reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person
who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you will require this A Crude Look at the Whole: The Science of Complex
Systems in Business, Life, and Society.

Patrick Lyon:

The event that you get from A Crude Look at the Whole: The Science of Complex Systems in Business, Life,
and Society may be the more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but A Crude Look at the
Whole: The Science of Complex Systems in Business, Life, and Society giving you buzz feeling of reading.
The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We advise you for having that A Crude Look at the Whole: The Science of Complex Systems in Business,
Life, and Society instantly.

Jeremy Brown:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled A
Crude Look at the Whole: The Science of Complex Systems in Business, Life, and Society the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The A Crude Look at the Whole: The Science
of Complex Systems in Business, Life, and Society giving you another experience more than blown away
your head but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you
the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Daniel Bryant:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One
of the books in the top listing in your reading list is A Crude Look at the Whole: The Science of Complex



Systems in Business, Life, and Society. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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