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French Huguenots made enormous contributions to the life and culture of colonial New York during the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Huguenot craftsmen were the city's most successful artisans, turning
out unrivaled works of furniture which were distinguished by unique designs and arcane details. More than
just decorative flourishes, however, the visual language employed by Huguenot artisans reflected a distinct
belief system shaped during the religious wars of sixteenth-century France.

In Fortress of the Soul, historian Neil Kamil traces the Huguenots' journey to New York from the Aunis-
Saintonge region of southwestern France. There, in the sixteenth century, artisans had created a subterranean
culture of clandestine workshops and meeting places inspired by the teachings of Bernard Palissy, a potter,
alchemist, and philosopher who rejected the communal, militaristic ideology of the Huguenot majority which
was centered in the walled city of La Rochelle. Palissy and his followers instead embraced a more fluid,
portable, and discrete religious identity that encouraged members to practice their beliefs in secret while
living safely?even prospering?as artisans in hostile communities. And when these artisans first fled France
for England and Holland, then left Europe for America, they carried with them both their skills and their
doctrine of artisanal security.

Drawing on significant archival research and fresh interpretations of Huguenot material culture, Kamil offers
an exhaustive and sophisticated study of the complex worldview of the Huguenot community. From the
function of sacred violence and alchemy in the visual language of Huguenot artisans, to the impact among
Protestants everywhere of the destruction of La Rochelle in 1628, to the ways in which New York's
Huguenots interacted with each other and with other communities of religious dissenters and refugees,
Fortress of the Soul brilliantly places American colonial history and material life firmly within the larger
context of the early modern Atlantic world.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Johnson:

This Fortress of the Soul: Violence, Metaphysics, and Material Life in the Huguenots' New World, 1517-
1751 (Early America: History, Context, Culture) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information
you will get. This particular Fortress of the Soul: Violence, Metaphysics, and Material Life in the Huguenots'
New World, 1517-1751 (Early America: History, Context, Culture) without we recognize teach the one who
looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Fortress of the Soul: Violence,
Metaphysics, and Material Life in the Huguenots' New World, 1517-1751 (Early America: History, Context,
Culture) can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because
you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Fortress of the Soul: Violence, Metaphysics, and
Material Life in the Huguenots' New World, 1517-1751 (Early America: History, Context, Culture) having
very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Benjamin Aldridge:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Fortress of the Soul: Violence, Metaphysics, and
Material Life in the Huguenots' New World, 1517-1751 (Early America: History, Context, Culture) it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular
e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this
book offers high quality.

Susan Martinez:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can observe
that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for your
requirements is Fortress of the Soul: Violence, Metaphysics, and Material Life in the Huguenots' New
World, 1517-1751 (Early America: History, Context, Culture) this publication consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up.
The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.



Della Ferguson:

Beside this kind of Fortress of the Soul: Violence, Metaphysics, and Material Life in the Huguenots' New
World, 1517-1751 (Early America: History, Context, Culture) in your phone, it could possibly give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village.
It is good thing to have Fortress of the Soul: Violence, Metaphysics, and Material Life in the Huguenots'
New World, 1517-1751 (Early America: History, Context, Culture) because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book
along with read it from now!
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