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Amid competing claims about who first developed the theories and practices that became known as New
Criticism - the critical method that rose alongside Modernism - literary historians have generally given the
lion's share of credit to William Empson and I.A. Richards. In The Birth of New Criticism Donald Childs
challenges this consensus and provides a new and authoritative narrative of the movement's origins. At the
centre stand Robert Graves and Laura Riding, two poet-critics who have been written out of the history of
New Criticism. Childs brings to light the long-forgotten early criticism of Graves to detail the ways in which
his interpretive methods and ideas evolved into the practice of "close reading," demonstrating that Graves
played such a fundamental part in forming both Empson's and Richards's critical thinking that the story of
twentieth-century literary criticism must be re-evaluated and re-told. Childs also examines the important
influence that Riding's work had on Graves, Empson, and Richards, establishing the importance of this long-
neglected thinker and critic. A provocative and cogently argued work, The Birth of New Criticism is both an
important intellectual history of the movement and a sharply observed account of the cultural politics of its
beginnings and legacy.
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From reader reviews:

April Young:

This The Birth of New Criticism: Conflict and Conciliation in the Early Work of William Empson, I.A.
Richards, Robert Graves, and Laura Riding book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is
in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This particular The Birth of New Criticism: Conflict and Conciliation in the Early Work of William Empson,
I.A. Richards, Robert Graves, and Laura Riding without we know teach the one who looking at it become
critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Birth of New Criticism: Conflict and
Conciliation in the Early Work of William Empson, I.A. Richards, Robert Graves, and Laura Riding can
bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the
lovely laptop even phone. This The Birth of New Criticism: Conflict and Conciliation in the Early Work of
William Empson, I.A. Richards, Robert Graves, and Laura Riding having fine arrangement in word along
with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Donald Perkins:

This The Birth of New Criticism: Conflict and Conciliation in the Early Work of William Empson, I.A.
Richards, Robert Graves, and Laura Riding usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this The Birth of New Criticism: Conflict and Conciliation in the Early Work of
William Empson, I.A. Richards, Robert Graves, and Laura Riding can be one of the great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that
perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Birth of New
Criticism: Conflict and Conciliation in the Early Work of William Empson, I.A. Richards, Robert Graves,
and Laura Riding giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Kenny Crowther:

The Birth of New Criticism: Conflict and Conciliation in the Early Work of William Empson, I.A. Richards,
Robert Graves, and Laura Riding can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Birth of New
Criticism: Conflict and Conciliation in the Early Work of William Empson, I.A. Richards, Robert Graves,
and Laura Riding yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new
stage of crucial thinking.



Bruce Hardin:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is published or printed or created from each source this filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the The Birth of New Criticism: Conflict and Conciliation in the Early Work of William
Empson, I.A. Richards, Robert Graves, and Laura Riding when you essential it?
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