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The greatest accomplishment of Western civilization is arguably the achievement of individual liberty
through limits on the power of the state. In the war-torn twentieth century, we rarely hear that one of the
main costs of armed conflict is long-term loss of liberty to winners and losers alike. Beyond the obvious and
direct costs of dead and wounded soldiers, there is the lifetime struggle of veterans to live with their
nightmares and their injuries; the hidden economic costs of inflation, debts, and taxes; and more generally
the damages caused to our culture, our morality, and to civilization at large. The new edition is now available
in paperback, with a number of new essays. It represents a large-scale collective effort to pierce the veils of
myth and propaganda to reveal the true costs of war, above all, the cost to liberty.

Central to this volume are the views of Ludwig von Mises on war and foreign policy. Mises argued that war,
along with colonialism and imperialism, is the greatest enemy of freedom and prosperity, and that peace
throughout the world cannot be achieved until the central governments of the major nations become limited
in scope and power. In the spirit of these theorems by Mises, the contributors to this volume consider the
costs of war generally and assess specific corrosive effects of major American wars since the Revolution.
The first section includes chapters on the theoretical and institutional dimensions of the relationship between
war and society, including conscription, infringements on freedom, the military as an engine of social
change, war and literature, and the right of citizens to bear arms. The second group includes reconsiderations
of Lincoln and Churchill, an analysis of the anti-interventionist idea in American politics, a discussion of the
meaning of the "just war," an assessment of how World War I changed the course of Western civilization,
and finally two eyewitness accounts of the true horrors of actual combat by veterans of World War II. The
Costs of War is unique in its combination of historical scope and timeliness for current debates about foreign
policy and military intervention. It will be of interest to historians, political scientists, economists, and
sociologists.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Bunnell:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As it is known to us that book is very important normally. The book The Costs of War: America's
Pyrrhic Victories ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide The Costs of War: America's Pyrrhic
Victories is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored.
You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book
The Costs of War: America's Pyrrhic Victories. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Edward Emory:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day every day to reading a guide. The book The Costs of War: America's Pyrrhic Victories it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high
quality.

Garnet Veach:

Beside this kind of The Costs of War: America's Pyrrhic Victories in your phone, it can give you a way to
get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have The Costs of War: America's Pyrrhic Victories because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Jack Rolfes:

You may get this The Costs of War: America's Pyrrhic Victories by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing
or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In
the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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