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Beset by significant cost increases and mounting schedule delays, the Olmsted Locks and Dam project on the
Ohio River has been in the news because of allegations that Senator Mitch McConnell (R, Kentucky), was
involved in the inclusion of authorization for funding the project in the October 2013 bill ending the
government shutdown. (Senator McConnell has denied the claim; the provision was added by Senators
Lamar Alexander and Diane Feinstein.) This unique ebook provides an authoritative collection of official
documents about the project and other inland waterways navigation dams.

The continuing growth in demand for water-borne commerce on the Ohio River requires periodic
improvements in the waterways transportation infrastructure. Locks and Dams No. 52 and 53 located on the
Ohio River between Paducah, Ky., and Cairo, Ill., were completed in 1929. Temporary 1,200-foot long lock
chambers were added later. The antiquated design and age of these structures make it impossible to meet
current traffic demands without significant delays.

Over the last five years tonnages have averaged 90 million tons at Locks and Dam 52 and 79 million tons at
Locks and Dam 53. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the navigation industry, in a continuing effort to
provide for the nation's future navigation needs, will replace these aged facilities with one of the largest civil
works projects undertaken by the Corps.

This new locks and dam project is under construction near the community of Olmsted, Ill. at River Mile
964.4. Construction of the Olmsted Locks and Dam Project was authorized by the U. S. Congress on Nov.
17, 1988, by passage of the Water Resources Development Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-676).

The cost of this project is being equally shared by congressional appropriation and the navigation industry.

Industry pays a tax on diesel fuel which goes to the Inland Waterways Trust Fund. The trust fund then pays
50 percent of the cost.

This strategic reach of the Ohio River provides a connection between the Ohio, Tennessee, Cumberland, and
Mississippi rivers. The area has been described as the "hub" of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers waterway
system. Barge traffic moving between the Mississippi River system and the Ohio, Tennessee, and
Cumberland rivers must pass through this stretch of river. More tonnage passes this point than any other
place in America's inland navigation system. This is a critical reach of water from a commercial navigation
perspective.

The Olmsted project will consist of two 110-foot by 1,200-foot lock chambers located along the Illinois
shoreline. The dam will consist of tainter gates, a navigable pass section and a fixed weir.

In a raised position the wickets will maintain the required navigable depths from the Olmsted project



upstream to Smithland Locks and Dam. When river flows are sufficient, the wickets can be lowered to lay
flat on the river bottom and allow traffic to navigate over the dam without passing through the locks. This
reduces delays experienced by locking through the system.
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From reader reviews:

Rhonda Munoz:

This book untitled Complete Guide to the Olmsted Locks and Dam on the Ohio River - Controversial In-the-
Wet Construction Method, Inland Waterways Navigation Dams, Equipment, Designs, Financing to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Marni Elliott:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or all their
friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be
the publication untitled Complete Guide to the Olmsted Locks and Dam on the Ohio River - Controversial
In-the-Wet Construction Method, Inland Waterways Navigation Dams, Equipment, Designs, Financing can
be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Sandra Lowe:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you personally is Complete Guide to the Olmsted Locks and Dam on the Ohio River - Controversial In-the-
Wet Construction Method, Inland Waterways Navigation Dams, Equipment, Designs, Financing this
publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of
you.

Barbara Robbins:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Complete Guide to the Olmsted Locks and Dam on
the Ohio River - Controversial In-the-Wet Construction Method, Inland Waterways Navigation Dams,



Equipment, Designs, Financing or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Complete Guide to the Olmsted Locks and Dam on the Ohio River -
Controversial In-the-Wet Construction Method, Inland Waterways Navigation Dams, Equipment, Designs,
Financing to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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