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Readers captivated by this book will be happy that Bill Ferris found Ray Lum and that he thought to turn on
a tape recorder. Lum (1891-1977) was a mule skinner, a livestock trader, an auctioneer, and an American
original.

This delightful book, first published in 1992 as You Live and Learn. Then You Die and Forget It All,
preserves Lum's colorful folk dialect and captures the essence of this one-of-a-kind figure who seems to have
stepped full-blooded from the pages of Mark Twain. This riveting tale-spinner was tall, heavy-set, and full of
body rhythm as he talked. In his special world, he was famous for trading, for tale-telling, and for common-
sense lessons that had made him a savvy bargainer and a shrewd businessman. His home and his auction
barn were in Vicksburg, Mississippi, where mules were his main interest, but in trading he fanned out over
twenty states and even into Mexico. A west Texas newspaper reported his fame this way, "He is known all
over cow country for his honest, fair dealing and gentlemanly attitude. . . .A letter addressed to him
anywhere in Texas probably would be delivered."

Over several years, Ferris recorded Lum's many long conversations that detail livestock auctioneering,
cheery memories of rustic Deep South culture, and a philosophy of life that is grounded in good horse sense.
Even among the most spellbinding talkers, Lum is a standout both for what he has to say and for the way he
says it. Ferris's lucky, protracted encounters with him turn out to be the best of good fortune for everybody.
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From reader reviews:

Crystal Dewitt:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Mule Trader:
Ray Lum's Tales of Horses, Mules, and Men (Banner Book Series)? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Harold Baughman:

The book Mule Trader: Ray Lum's Tales of Horses, Mules, and Men (Banner Book Series) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
good thing like a book Mule Trader: Ray Lum's Tales of Horses, Mules, and Men (Banner Book Series)?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It
is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Mule Trader: Ray Lum's Tales of
Horses, Mules, and Men (Banner Book Series) has simple shape however you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Carrie Mathis:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Mule Trader: Ray
Lum's Tales of Horses, Mules, and Men (Banner Book Series) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Dorcas Rogers:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if
those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Mule Trader: Ray Lum's Tales of Horses, Mules, and
Men (Banner Book Series) as your daily resource information.
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