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Modern birds (Neornithes) are represented by two big lineages, the Palaeognathae (Tinamiformes + Ratitae)
and the Neognathae [Galloanserae + Neoaves (Metaves + Coronoaves)]. Both clades sum approximately
10,000 species of which 60% are Passeriformes (the most diverse clade of terrestrial vertebrates). A
comparison between the past and the present reveals a complex and hallmarked evolutionary and
biogeographic history which would have begun over 65 million years ago. For South America (SA) this
includes: (1) the presence of taxa with uncertain affinities and the absence of Passeriformes during the
Paleogene; (2) a progressive and accelerated increase of the species starting at the Neogene (Miocene); (3)
important extinct lineages (e.g. Phorusrhacidae, Teratornithidae) that migrate to North America after the
rising of the Panamá isthmus; (4) groups with major diversification in the Neogene that survives nowadays
represented by scarce species endemic of SA (Cariamidae) or that inhabits mainly in the southern
hemisphere (Anhingidae); (5) very diverse living groups with scarce (e.g., Passeriformes) or none (e.g.,
Apodiformes) fossil record in SA, which stem-groups are registered in Europe. Apparently, the changes in
diversity of the south American Neornithes have been the result of successive radiation, biogeographic
connections with North America and in a minor scale, some extinctions. The opening of the Drake´s passage
and the occurrence of the circumpolar Antarctic flow are not sufficient causes to explain the highly disparity
between the weddelians penguins (Sphenisciformes) of Antartica and those of the patagonian Atlantic
Ocean.
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From reader reviews:

Clifford Hudgins:

The ability that you get from South American and Antarctic Continental Cenozoic Birds: Paleobiogeographic
Affinities and Disparities (SpringerBriefs in Earth System Sciences) could be the more deep you excavating
the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but South American and Antarctic Continental Cenozoic Birds:
Paleobiogeographic Affinities and Disparities (SpringerBriefs in Earth System Sciences) giving you joy
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone
who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes
your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that South American and
Antarctic Continental Cenozoic Birds: Paleobiogeographic Affinities and Disparities (SpringerBriefs in
Earth System Sciences) instantly.

Donald Sams:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to
be learn. South American and Antarctic Continental Cenozoic Birds: Paleobiogeographic Affinities and
Disparities (SpringerBriefs in Earth System Sciences) can be your answer because it can be read by an
individual who have those short time problems.

Jennifer Trojanowski:

The book untitled South American and Antarctic Continental Cenozoic Birds: Paleobiogeographic Affinities
and Disparities (SpringerBriefs in Earth System Sciences) contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do
not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you
in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Christopher Evan:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
With the book South American and Antarctic Continental Cenozoic Birds: Paleobiogeographic Affinities and



Disparities (SpringerBriefs in Earth System Sciences) we can have more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with
your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book South American and Antarctic
Continental Cenozoic Birds: Paleobiogeographic Affinities and Disparities (SpringerBriefs in Earth System
Sciences). You can more appealing than now.
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