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Samuel L. Clemens lost the 1882 lawsuit declaring his exclusive right to use "Mark Twain" as a commercial
trademark, but he succeeded in the marketplace, where synergy among his comic journalism, live
performances, authorship, and entrepreneurship made "Mark Twain" the premier national and international
brand of American humor in his day. And so it remains in ours, because Mark Twain's humor not only
expressed views of self and society well ahead of its time, but also anticipated ways in which humor and
culture coalesce in today's postindustrial information economy--the global trade in media, performances, and
other forms of intellectual property that began after the Civil War.

In Twain's Brand: Humor in Contemporary American Culture, Judith Yaross Lee traces four hallmarks of
Twain's humor that are especially significant today. Mark Twain's invention of a stage persona comically
conflated with his biographical self lives on in contemporary performances by Garrison Keillor, Margaret
Cho, Jerry Seinfeld, and Jon Stewart. The postcolonial critique of Britain that underlies America's nationalist
tall tale tradition not only self-destructs in A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court but also drives the
critique of American Exceptionalism in Philip Roth's literary satires. The semi-literate writing that gives
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn its "vernacular vision"--wrapping cultural critique in ostensibly innocent
transgressions and misunderstandings--has a counterpart in the apparently untutored drawing style and social
critique seen in The Simpsons, Lynda Barry's comics, and The Boondocks. And the humor business of recent
decades depends on the same brand-name promotion, cross-media synergy, and copyright practices that
Clemens pioneered and fought for a century ago. Twain's Brand highlights the modern relationship among
humor, commerce, and culture that were first exploited by Mark Twain.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Sexton:

The book Twain's Brand: Humor in Contemporary American Culture make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book
Twain's Brand: Humor in Contemporary American Culture for being your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like open up and read a guide Twain's Brand: Humor in Contemporary American Culture.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you
think about this publication?

Charlotte Lee:

The event that you get from Twain's Brand: Humor in Contemporary American Culture may be the more
deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Twain's Brand: Humor in Contemporary American
Culture giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood through anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of
Twain's Brand: Humor in Contemporary American Culture instantly.

Eunice Nunn:

Typically the book Twain's Brand: Humor in Contemporary American Culture will bring you to definitely
the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try
to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Twain's Brand: Humor in
Contemporary American Culture is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Kimberly Silvestre:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Twain's
Brand: Humor in Contemporary American Culture which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's find.
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