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Tao Te Ching - Lao Tzu. A translation into English by A. S. Kline. Illustrated edition.

The Tao Te Ching (or Daodejing, in pinyin) is a classic Chinese Taoist text dating from at least the fourth
century BC. According to tradition it has its origins even earlier, around the sixth century BC. The title may
be translated as Instruction regarding the Way of Virtue. Consisting of eighty-one short sections in a poetic
style, the text ranges widely in content, from practical advice to universal wisdom, embracing politics,
society and the personal. The emphasis is on the right view and understanding of existence, the Way of the
cosmos, and the text sets out to transmit an informed awareness of being that leads to personal harmony. The
Taoist inclination to refer to the natural background to human existence when considering the human is
widely in evidence. The literary style is terse and often cryptic, so that multiple interpretations of the
individual sections are often possible, but the essence of the work is clear, in communicating an approach to
life which is in accord with the natural, and so conducive to spiritual tranquillity and resilience.

Like the Homeric texts, the Tao Te Ching has been ascribed to a single author and to many. Traditionally the
author was one Lao-Tzu (Laozi) which is an honorary title meaning the ‘Old Master’. In the earliest
‘biographies’ it is claimed that he was a contemporary of Confucius (551-479BC) or that he lived during the
Warring States period of the fifth or fourth century BC, and in legend he departs for the western borders, to
live there as a hermit, after first writing the text of the Way, leaving it behind for the instruction of others.
Archaeological evidence continues to move the earliest evidence of the text further back in time, but as yet
the claims as to single authorship or an effort of compilation by many writers cannot be resolved. Regardless
of authorship, the text remains immensely influential in the later development of Taoist thought and practice.

This and other texts available from Poetry in Translation (www.poetryintranslation.com).
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From reader reviews:

Rose Knowlton:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just
their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this specific Tao Te Ching: The Book of The Way and its Virtue to
read.

Scott Padilla:

This book untitled Tao Te Ching: The Book of The Way and its Virtue to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will
easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Willa Killeen:

The reason? Because this Tao Te Ching: The Book of The Way and its Virtue is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Matthew Haley:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially
book entitled Tao Te Ching: The Book of The Way and its Virtue the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get ahead of. The Tao Te Ching: The Book of The Way and its Virtue giving you yet
another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better
life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?
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