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Critics often warn that American schools are failing, and that our students are ill-prepared for the challenges
the future holds, and may even be "the dumbest generation.” We can think of these claims as warning about a
Stupidity Epidemic. This essay begins by tracing the history of the idea of that American students, teachers,
and schools are somehow getting worse; the record shows that critics have been issuing such warnings for
more than 150 years. It then examines four sets of data that speak to whether educational deterioration is
taking place. First, data on educational attainment show a clear trend: more students are getting more
education. Second, standardized test scores suggest that American students are performing somewhat better;
certainly most test scores do not indicate that students are getting worse. Third, measures of popular
knowledge also show evidence of improvement. Fourth, thereis clear evidence that 1Q scores have been
rising. In other words, the best available evidence fails to support claims about a Stupidity Epidemic. The
essay then turns to exploring severa reasons why belief in educational decline is so common, and concludes
by suggesting some more useful ways to think about educational problems.

The goal of this new, unique Seriesisto offer readable, teachable "thinking frames" on today’ s social
problems and social issues by leading scholars, all in short 60 page or shorter formats, and available for view
on http://routledge.customgateway.com/routl edge-social-issues.html

For instructors teaching awide range of coursesin the social sciences, the Routledge Social Issues Collection
now offers the best of both worlds: originally written short texts that provide "overviews' to important social
issues as well as teachable excerpts from larger works previously published by Routledge and other presses.
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From reader reviews:
Will Guertin:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. Peopleis human not arobot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have
read is The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students, Schools, and America's Future (Framing 21st
Century Social Issues).

Robert Marshall:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need
more time to be read. The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students, Schools, and Americas Future
(Framing 21st Century Social Issues) can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those
short free time problems.

Harriet Dupree:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students, Schools, and
America's Future (Framing 21st Century Social |ssues) was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra
time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of abook, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the
modern eralike today, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Pearlie Wong:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your abject. One of them is actually The
Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students, Schools, and America's Future (Framing 21st Century Socia
I ssues).
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