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Young, beautiful, and connected by blood to the most powerful families in England, Bess Throckmorton had
as much influence over Queen Elizabeth I as any woman in the realm—but she risked everything to marry
the most charismatic man of the day. The secret marriage between Bess and the Queen’s beloved Sir Walter
Ralegh cost both of them their fortunes, their freedom, and very nearly their lives. Yet it was Bess, resilient,
passionate, and politically shrewd, who would live to restore their name and reclaim her political influence.
In this dazzling biography, Bess Ralegh finally emerges from her husband’s shadow to stand as a complex,
commanding figure in her own right.

Writing with grace and drama, Anna Beer brings Bess to life as a woman, a wife and mother, an intimate
friend of poets and courtiers, and a skilled political infighter in Europe’s most powerful and most dangerous
court. The only daughter of an ambitious aristocratic family, Bess was thrust at a tender age into the very
epicenter of royal power when her parents secured her the position of Elizabeth’s Gentlewoman of the Privy
Chamber. Bess proved to be a natural player on this stage of extravagant mythmaking and covert sexual
politics, until she fell in love with the Queen’s Captain of the Guard, the handsome, virile, meteorically
rising Ralegh. But their secret marriage, swiftly followed by the birth of their son, would have grave
consequences for both of them.

Brooking the Queen’s wrath and her husband’s refusal to acknowledge their marriage, Bess brilliantly stage-
managed her social and political rehabilitation and emerged from prison as the leader of a brilliant, fast-
living aristocratic set. She survived personal tragedy, the ruinous global voyages launched by her husband,
and the vicious plots of high-placed enemies. Though Raleigh in the end fell afoul of court intrigue, Bess
lived on into the reign of James I as a woman of hard-won wisdom and formidable power.

With compelling historical insight, Anna Beer recreates here the vibrant pageant of Elizabethan
England—the brilliant wit and vicious betrayals, the new discoveries and old rivalries, the violence and
fierce sexuality of life at court. Peopled by poets and princes, spanning the reigns of two monarchs, moving
between the palaces of London and the manor house outside the capital, My Just Desire is the portrait of a
remarkable woman who lived at the center of an extraordinary time.
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From reader reviews:

James Lapham:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact
just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need that My Just Desire: The Life of Bess Raleigh, Wife to Sir Walter
to read.

Curtis Dugan:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific My Just Desire: The Life of
Bess Raleigh, Wife to Sir Walter book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Kristy Lange:

The particular book My Just Desire: The Life of Bess Raleigh, Wife to Sir Walter will bring someone to the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book My Just Desire: The Life of Bess Raleigh, Wife to
Sir Walter is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you
can more readily to read the book.

Charles Adams:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be My Just Desire: The Life of Bess Raleigh, Wife to Sir
Walter why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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