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The Korean War, the Bay of Pigs, the Cuban Missile Crisis, Vietnam, Cambodia, Lebanon, El
Salvador, Grenada, Iran-Contra, Nicaragua, Panama, the Gulf War, Somalia, Kosovo, Afghanistan,
Iraq

What do these events and scores of others have in common? Each of these wars, incursions, invasions, and
covert actions was undertaken by the United States without the benefit of a declaration of war. Where
congressional sanction was sought, it usually took the form of a resolution, frequently issued after the fact.

Presidents at War is the first book to examine all of America's post-World War II military actions through
the lens of the president's authority as commander in chief. Author Gerald Astor analyzes the various
presidents' rationales for undeclared warfare, from Truman's citing of an international agreement (the United
Nations) to Eisenhower's domino theory, to Kennedy's defense of the Monroe Doctrine, to bald assertions of
authority by a commander in chief because of fears of communist expansion, threats to oil in the Middle
East, humanitarian concerns in the Balkans, or provocations by terrorists. Each commander in chief served as
a precedent for those who followed. Astor contends this cumulative process was accelerated by the
September 11, 2001, attacks that led to the war on terrorism, the invasion of Iraq to oust the cruel regime of
Saddam Hussein for his alleged possession of weapons of mass destruction, and the potential trampling of
civil liberties in the United States.

Has the president become free to take military action on the slightest whim? Is it now true that, as Richard
Nixon said, ""If the president does it, then it is not illegal""? Is the Constitution obsolete? And does Congress
have the tools with which to curb this seemingly unbridled power? Read Presidents at War and find out.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Heisler:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Presidents at War: From Truman to Bush, The Gathering of
Military Powers To Our Commanders in Chief as the daily resource information.

Mary Salas:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Presidents at
War: From Truman to Bush, The Gathering of Military Powers To Our Commanders in Chief suitable to
you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Presidents at
War: From Truman to Bush, The Gathering of Military Powers To Our Commanders in Chiefis the one of
several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When
you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book.
This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the
world in this particular book.

Maria McGhee:

The book untitled Presidents at War: From Truman to Bush, The Gathering of Military Powers To Our
Commanders in Chief contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy
technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to
read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary
works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can
read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide
open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Elizabeth Maez:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Presidents at War: From Truman to Bush,
The Gathering of Military Powers To Our Commanders in Chief can be the respond to, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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