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The culmination of decades of nationalist aspiration and cynical Realpolitik, the Second War of Italian
Unification saw Italy transformed from a patchwork of minor states dominated by the Habsburg Austrians
into a unified kingdom under the Piedmontese House of Savoy. Overshadowed by subsequent conflicts, the
war saw the first widespread use of railroads in war and the first battlefield deployment of rifled field
artillery, as well as the last major battle in world history where all the forces involved were under the
personal command of their monarchs. The savage nature of the fighting led to the foundation of the Red
Cross and the establishment of the Geneva Conventions, while the colorful uniforms and aggressive doctrine
espoused by the French Army in particular were to influence those on both sides of the American Civil War.
Beyond the battlefields, the outcome of the war represented a culminating triumph for the Piedmontese
prime minister, Camillo di Cavour, whose success in winning and retaining French and British support for
his plans for Italian unification has provided a model for the leaders of junior partners allied to world powers
ever since.

Between April and July 1859 the first stage of the war pitted Napoleon III's French armies and their
Piedmontese allies against the Habsburg Austrian forces that had invaded Piedmont. A series of bloody
clashes culminating in Solferino-San Martino, the largest battle on European soil since Leipzig in 1813,
resulted in decisive defeat for the Austrians and the end of the war in the north. Ten months later the second
stage of the war began as the legendary Italian nationalist Giuseppe Garibaldi landed in Sicily with 1,000
volunteers, intent on overthrowing the Bourbon Kingdom of the Two Sicilies. After ejecting the Bourbon
forces from Sicily Garibaldi crossed to the mainland and marched on Naples, the capital. The rapid collapse
of the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies took everyone by surprise; Cavour feared Garibaldi would capitalize on
this victory and march on Rome, but Cavour and Garibaldi agreed to unify their halves of Italy and their
respective armies. The remnants of the Bourbon armies finally surrendered in February 1861 and Piedmont's
king, Victor Emmanuel, was crowned king of Italy a month later.

Unlike many existing accounts, which approach the events of 1859-61 from a predominantly French
perspective, this study draws upon a huge breadth of sources to examine the conflict as a critical event in
Italian history. A concise explanation of the origins of the war is followed by a wide-ranging survey of the
forces deployed and the nature and course of the fighting - on land and at sea - and the consequences for
those involved are investigated. This is a groundbreaking study of a conflict that was of critical significance
not only for Italian history but also for the development of 19th-century warfare.
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From reader reviews:

Mavis Strain:

In other case, little persons like to read book The Second War of Italian Unification 1859-61 (Essential
Histories). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important some sort of book The Second War of Italian Unification 1859-61 (Essential Histories). You can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Debra Heffner:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Second War of Italian
Unification 1859-61 (Essential Histories) book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Stacy Knarr:

Typically the book The Second War of Italian Unification 1859-61 (Essential Histories) has a lot details on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you
can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Delaine Valencia:

Precisely why? Because this The Second War of Italian Unification 1859-61 (Essential Histories) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your skill
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to
the guide store hurriedly.
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