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From ancient Greece through the present day, women writers have confronted the male urge to make war by
imagining communities in which intuitive bonding among individuals questions and replaces masculinist
values of aggression and competition. Women's Vision in Western Literature traces the gender gap in
literature from 600 B.C. to the present day through an examination of seven extraordinary women writers
from Sappho to Christa Wolf. Combining close readings with a comprehensive overview of the careers of
these women, Porter shows how the threat, the experience, and the aftermath of war incites them to imagine
tolerant, empathic communities. This careful consideration of these seven great writers brings to light an
underappreciated aspect of Western women's writing.

Starting with Sappho, Porter illustrates this ancient poet's ability to rewrite the Homeric war rhetoric to
reflect a non-possessive love experience. Marie de France arranges traditional animal fables to imply an
open-ended situation-ethics, according to the author, and Madame de Stael?in a Europe torn by Napoleonic
conquests?advocates cross-cultural unions among countries. In the works of Mary Shelley, we see the
warnings of the dangers of vainglorious, soulless technology, and Virginia Woolf depicts intuitive bonding
beyond gender stereotypes, amid the ruins of war and crumbling empire. He shows how Marguerite
Yourcenar dreams of a new era of world peace after Hitler's defeat, and how Christa Wolf tries to cope with
her country's Nazi past even as she reaffirms European identity threatened by annihilations in nuclear
conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Margert Lewis:

Here thing why this kind of Women's Vision in Western Literature: The Empathic Community
(Contributions in Women's Studies) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is
good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not.
Women's Vision in Western Literature: The Empathic Community (Contributions in Women's Studies)
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book
that similar with Women's Vision in Western Literature: The Empathic Community (Contributions in
Women's Studies). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
paper book maybe the form of Women's Vision in Western Literature: The Empathic Community
(Contributions in Women's Studies) in e-book can be your choice.

Joyce McDonald:

The ability that you get from Women's Vision in Western Literature: The Empathic Community
(Contributions in Women's Studies) may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside
words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Women's Vision in Western Literature: The Empathic Community (Contributions in Women's Studies)
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of
Women's Vision in Western Literature: The Empathic Community (Contributions in Women's Studies)
instantly.

Rubye Carter:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Women's Vision in Western Literature: The Empathic Community (Contributions in Women's Studies) your
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but
surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one type
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Women's Vision in Western
Literature: The Empathic Community (Contributions in Women's Studies) giving you another experience
more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now
let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?



Steven Cordell:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
named of book Women's Vision in Western Literature: The Empathic Community (Contributions in
Women's Studies). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add
your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It
can bring you from one destination to other place.
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