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"A superb legal scholar, Hoffer provides an excellent discussion of the procedures and evidence used in the
trials. He reveals that grand juries demanded more tangible evidence of witchcraft that the assertions of
afflicted adolescent girls before issuing indictments. Hoffer then demonstrates that, in determining the guilt
of the accused, the trial juries essentially followed the lead of the judges, who were insufficiently prepared
for witchcraft cases." -- American Historical Review

"Hoffer's central argument is persuasive and significant... [He] furthers understanding of Salem witchcraft by
comparing it to allegations of satanic abuse and child molestation in our own time. Without denying the
existence of child abuse today or the importance of exposing it to public view, Hoffer compares the Salem
witchcraft hysteria to the collective fantasies of victimization that have overtaken United States communities
in recent years... [He] demonstrates the continued relevance of the Salem episode and its important place in
American history." Journal of American History

"Reads like a good novel... You cannot wait to see what happens next, even though the verdicts were passed
in 1692."-- New England Historical and Genealogical Register

Mention the term witch hunt, and Salem, Massachusetts, springs to mind--and with it the power of
superstition, the danger of mob mentality, and our natural fear of gross injustice. For more than a year,
between January 1692 and May 1693, the men and women of Salem village lived in heightened fear of
witches and their master, the Devil. Hundreds were accused of practicing witchcraft. Many suspects
languished in jail for months. Nineteen men and women were hanged; one was pressed to death. Neighbors
turned against neighbors, children informed on their parents, and ministers denounced members of their
congregations. How could a settled community turn so viciously against itself? Why were certain persons
accused and condemned while others were not? And why did the incidents of Salem occur where and when
they did?

Approaching the subject as a legal and social historian, Peter Charles Hoffer offers a fresh look at the Salem
outbreak based on recent studies of panic rumors, teen hysteria, child abuse, and intrafamily relations. He
brings to life a set of conversations--in taverns and courtrooms, at home and work--which took place among
suspected witches, accusers, witnesses, and spectators. The accusations, denials, and confessions of this legal
story eventually resurrect the tangled internal tensions that lay at the bottom of the Salem witch hunts.

"This engaged account of New England's most notorious crisis fuses scholarly craft and chutzpah with the
skills of a master story teller. The author's expertise as a legal historian, coupled with explorations of oral
culture and informed conjectures on such topics as Tituba's origins and 'recovered' memories of child abuse,
give The Devil's Disciples a distinguished place in the ever-lengthening line of Salem witchcraft studies."--
Michael McGiffert, Editor, William and Mary Quarterly

"Hoffer offers us a balanced, smoothly written book which helps the reader understand how the judges and
jury members framed the testimony of frightened and frightening young women. It is a bright, well-informed
study."--Timothy H. Breen, Northwestern University
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From reader reviews:

Esmeralda Rossman:

This book untitled The Devil's Disciples: The Makers of the Salem Witchcraft Trials to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit
upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it through online.
The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Jacqueline Gore:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should
read. If you want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Devil's Disciples: The Makers of the
Salem Witchcraft Trials can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Peter Pitts:

The Devil's Disciples: The Makers of the Salem Witchcraft Trials can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The
Devil's Disciples: The Makers of the Salem Witchcraft Trials however doesn't forget the main point, giving
the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Brandon Francis:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Devil's Disciples: The Makers of the Salem
Witchcraft Trials was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Devil's
Disciples: The Makers of the Salem Witchcraft Trials has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try
to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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