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During the last five decades, U.S. cultural diplomacy programs have withered because of politics and
accidents of history that have subordinated cultural diplomacy to public relations campaigning, now called
“public diplomacy.” With anti-Americanism on the rise worldwide, cultural diplomacy should become an
immediate priority, but politicians continue to ignore this relatively inexpensive, age-old tool for promoting
understanding among nations. Richard Arndt probes the history of American cultural diplomacy to
demonstrate its valuable past contributions and to make a plea for reviving it for the future. Cultural relations
occur naturally between people in different nations as a result of trade, tourism, student exchanges,
entertainment, communications, migration, intermarriage—millions of cross-cultural encounters. But cultural
diplomacy only happens when a government decides to channel and to support cultural exchange through
planned programs to promote broad national interests. The First Resort of Kings examines the first eight
decades of formal U.S. cultural diplomacy, from its tentative beginnings in World War I through the 1990s.
Arndt also compares America’s efforts with those of other nations and enriches his narrative by detailing the
professional experiences of the men and women who have represented American democracy, education,
intellect, art, and literature to the rest of the world. His work shows that this dialogue of American culture
and education with the rest of the world is neither a frill nor a domestic political concern but is the deepest
cornerstone of a positive, forward-looking U.S. foreign policy. Arndt argues that, particularly in the wake of
the Iraq War, America must revive its cultural diplomacy programs as a long-term investment in
international goodwill and understanding.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Cartwright:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
entire day to reading a e-book. The book The First Resort of Kings: American Cultural Diplomacy in the
Twentieth Century it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book.
They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly
but this book offers high quality.

Maureen Daniels:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving The First Resort of
Kings: American Cultural Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick The First
Resort of Kings: American Cultural Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century become your current starter.

Brooke Lambeth:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The First Resort of Kings: American
Cultural Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Erik Figaro:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The First Resort of Kings: American Cultural
Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one
book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me
have The First Resort of Kings: American Cultural Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century.
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