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The circumcision ritual of the Merina of Madagascar is seen by them primarily as a blessing, involving the
transfer of the love and concern of the ancestors of their descendants. Yet the ritual ends in an act of ciolent
wounding of the child. Similarily, while the ritual involves a symbolic assault on women, it is nonetheless
welcomed by them as a mark of receiving the blessing of the ancestors. In this book, Maurice Bloch provides
a detailed description and analysis of the Merina circumcision ritual today, offers an account of its history,
and discusses the significance of his analysis for anthropological theories of ritual in general. Pursuing the
theme of the combination of religious joy and illumination with violence, Professor Bloch explains how, at
various times, the circumcision ceremony can be a familial ritual as well as glorification of a militarist and
expansionist state, or associated with anti-colonial nationalism. Describing changes that have occurred in the
form of the ritual over two centuries, Professor Bloch argues that in order to understand the properties of
ritual in general, it is necessary to view it over a longer time scale than anthropologists have tended to do
previously. Adopting such an historical perspective enables him to identify the stability of the Merina ritual's
symbolic content, despite changes in its organisation, and dramatically changing politico-economic contexts.
As well as presenting an original historical approach to the anthropological study of ritua;, Professor Bloch
discusses a range of general theoretical issues, including the nature of ideology, and the relationship between
images created in ritual and other types of knowledge. The book will appeal widely to scholars and students
of anthropology, history, African studies, and comparative religion.
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From reader reviews:

Doreen Williams:

This From Blessing to Violence: History and Ideology in the Circumcision Ritual of the Merina (Cambridge
Studies in Social and Cultural Anthropology) are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The reason why of this From Blessing to Violence: History and Ideology in the Circumcision
Ritual of the Merina (Cambridge Studies in Social and Cultural Anthropology) can be on the list of great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with
information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this From
Blessing to Violence: History and Ideology in the Circumcision Ritual of the Merina (Cambridge Studies in
Social and Cultural Anthropology) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and
enjoy reading.

Jose Tiernan:

This From Blessing to Violence: History and Ideology in the Circumcision Ritual of the Merina (Cambridge
Studies in Social and Cultural Anthropology) is great book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having From
Blessing to Violence: History and Ideology in the Circumcision Ritual of the Merina (Cambridge Studies in
Social and Cultural Anthropology) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this
book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt this?

Ethelyn Allen:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like From Blessing to Violence:
History and Ideology in the Circumcision Ritual of the Merina (Cambridge Studies in Social and Cultural
Anthropology) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Carl Johnson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can



know everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book From Blessing to Violence: History and Ideology in the Circumcision
Ritual of the Merina (Cambridge Studies in Social and Cultural Anthropology) was filled regarding science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.
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