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This richly illustrated volume explores the eroticization of death in the literature, art, and music of the
nineteenth century, and in the popular culture of our time.

Death was the natural enemy of love in the arts of the West until the late eighteenth century, when the two
mated in artistic fancy to celebrate death as a font of sensual bliss. Through the nineteenth century,
voluptuous visions of death pervaded high culture. Keats fell half in love with easeful death, and, as Heine
told it, Life only warms in death's cold arms. For Whitman, death was the word of the sweetest song.
Flaubert tempted his Saint Anthony with Lust and Death fused into a single figure. Zola saw love and death
intermixed in the somber pit of the human soul. At mid- century, painters and poets alike competed in
depicting Ophelia drowning in ecstasy. At the century's end the figure of the femme fatale haunted the
cultural elite. After 1914, the entire morbid complex sank into popular culture.

What was the source of this eroticization of death in the arts? To answer this question, Rudolph Binion
explores a rich variety of prose and poetry, painting and sculpture, and lyrical and instrumental music,
interlacing love and death. He compares modern and premodern treatments of key subjects such as Salome
and Mary Magdalene, supporting his text with an array of arresting illustrations. In conclusion, he traces this
fantasy of carnal love beyond death to the Christian message of spiritual love beyond death, which modern,
post- Christian culture has both discarded and salvaged.

In Love Beyond Death: The Anatomy of a Myth in the Arts, Rudolph Binion investigates the various art forms
where the conjunction of love and death is found and provides an explanation for this bizarre match.
Supporting his text with some of the most sinister, alluring, and provocative images from the nineteenth
century, Binion provides the reader with a dizzying account of the development of this artistic obsession, and
of its passage into the popular culture of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

James Lapham:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Love Beyond Death: The Anatomy of a Myth in the Arts. Try to
stumble through book Love Beyond Death: The Anatomy of a Myth in the Arts as your friend. It means that
it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this
book.

Jack Lau:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Love Beyond Death: The Anatomy of a
Myth in the Arts book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information
in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

John Armstead:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Love Beyond Death: The Anatomy of a
Myth in the Arts is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon.
If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Michelle Gilbert:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Love Beyond Death: The Anatomy
of a Myth in the Arts can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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