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This is a provocative look at writing by and about people with illness or disability in particular HIV/AIDS,
breast cancer, deafness, and paralysis-who challenge the stigmas attached to their conditions by telling their
lives in their own ways and on their own terms. Discussing memoirs, diaries, collaborative narratives, photo
documentaries, essays, and other forms of life writing, G. Thomas Couser shows that these books are not
primarily records of medical conditions; they are a means for individuals to recover their bodies (or those of
loved ones) from marginalization and impersonal medical discourse. Responding to the recent growth of
illness and disability narratives in the United States-such works as Juliet Wittman's Breast Cancer Journal,
John Hockenberry's Moving Violations, Paul Monette's Borrowed Time: An AIDS Memoir, and Lou Ann
Walker's A Loss for Words: The Story of Deafness in a Family-Couser addresses questions of both poetics
and politics. He examines why and under what circumstances individuals choose to write about illness or
disability; what role plot plays in such narratives; how and whether closure is achieved; who assumes the
prerogative of narration; which conditions are most often represented; and which literary conventions lend
themselves to representing particular conditions. By tracing the development of new subgenres of personal
narrative in our time, this book explores how explicit consideration of illness and disability has enriched the
repertoire of life writing. In addition, Couser's discussion of medical discourse joins the current debate about
whether the biomedical model is entirely conducive to humane care for ill and disabled people. With its
sympathetic critique of the testimony of those most affected by these conditions, Recovering Bodies
contributes to an u
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Lyons:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Recovering Bodies: Illness,
Disability, and Life Writing (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) book because book offers you rich data
and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Gail Rodriguez:

The e-book with title Recovering Bodies: Illness, Disability, and Life Writing (Wisconsin Studies in
Autobiography) posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read
this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world.
That book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart
phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Herman Deans:

The book untitled Recovering Bodies: Illness, Disability, and Life Writing (Wisconsin Studies in
Autobiography) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read
the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so
you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start
their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Laurie Cales:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book Recovering Bodies: Illness, Disability, and Life Writing (Wisconsin Studies in
Autobiography) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person
must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt
to change your life with that book Recovering Bodies: Illness, Disability, and Life Writing (Wisconsin
Studies in Autobiography). You can more appealing than now.
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