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The American urban scene, and in particular New York's, has given us a rich cultural legacy of slang words
and phrases, a bonanza of popular speech. Hot dog, rush hour, butter-and-egg man, gold digger, shyster,
buttinsky, smart aleck, sidewalk superintendent, yellow journalism, breadline, straphanger, tar beach, the
Tenderloin, the Great White Way, to do a Brodie--these are just a few of the hundreds of popular words and
phrases that were born or took on new meaning in the streets of New York.
In The City in Slang, Irving Lewis Allen traces this flowering of popular expressions that accompanied the
emergence of the New York metropolis beginning in the early nineteenth century, providing in effect a
lexicon of popular speech about city life as well as a unique account of the cultural and social history of
America's greatest city. He shows how this vocabulary arose from city streets, often interplaying with
vaudeville, radio, movies, comics, and the popular songs of Tin Pan Alley.
Some terms of great pertinence to city people today have unexpectedly old pedigrees. Rush hour was coined
by 1890, for instance, and rubberneck dates to the late 1890s and became popular in New York to describe
the busloads of tourists who craned their necks to see the tall buildings and the sights of the Bowery and
Chinatown. The Big Apple itself (since 1971 the official nickname of New York) appeared in the 1920s,
though first in reference to the city's top racetracks and to Broadway bookings as pinnacles of professional
endeavor. Allen also tells fascinating stories behind once-popular slang that is no longer in use. Spielers, for
example, were the little girls in tenement districts who danced ecstatically on the sidewalks to the music of
the hurdy-gurdy men and, when they were old enough, frequented the dance halls of the Lower East Side.
Following the trail of these words and phrases into the city's East Side, West Side, and all around the town,
from Harlem to Wall Street, and into the haunts of its high and low life, The City in Slang is a fascinating
look at the rich cultural heritage of language about city life.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Tyson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The City in Slang: New York Life and Popular Speech.

Valerie Orbison:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books
but if you want feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The The City
in Slang: New York Life and Popular Speech is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Carol Hamilton:

The book untitled The City in Slang: New York Life and Popular Speech contain a lot of information on that.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The
author will take you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read on
your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Benjamin Herrera:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is The City in Slang: New York Life and Popular Speech this book consist a
lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.
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