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Modern Japan offers us a view of a highly developed society with its own internal logic. Eiko Ikegami makes
this logic accessible to us through a sweeping investigation into the roots of Japanese organizational
structures. She accomplishes this by focusing on the diverse roles that the samurai have played in Japanese
history. From their rise in ancient Japan, through their dominance as warrior lords in the medieval period,
and their subsequent transformation to quasi-bureaucrats at the beginning of the Tokugawa era, the samurai
held center stage in Japan until their abolishment after the opening up of Japan in the mid-nineteenth century.

This book demonstrates how Japan's so-called harmonious collective culture is paradoxically connected with
a history of conflict. Ikegami contends that contemporary Japanese culture is based upon two remarkably
complementary ingredients, honorable competition and honorable collaboration. The historical roots of this
situation can be found in the process of state formation, along very different lines from that seen in Europe at
around the same time. The solution that emerged out of the turbulent beginnings of the Tokugawa state was a
transformation of the samurai into a hereditary class of vassal-bureaucrats, a solution that would have many
unexpected ramifications for subsequent centuries.

Ikegami's approach, while sociological, draws on anthropological and historical methods to provide an
answer to the question of how the Japanese managed to achieve modernity without traveling the route taken
by Western countries. The result is a work of enormous depth and sensitivity that will facilitate a better
understanding of, and appreciation for, Japanese society.
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From reader reviews:

Molly Marquis:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do?
Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because just their can do that
will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need that The Taming of the Samurai: Honorific Individualism and the Making
of Modern Japan to read.

Diane Russel:

Exactly why? Because this The Taming of the Samurai: Honorific Individualism and the Making of Modern
Japan is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If
I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

George Tucker:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Taming of the Samurai: Honorific Individualism and the
Making of Modern Japan why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content
will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Mary Barnett:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book The Taming of the Samurai: Honorific Individualism and the
Making of Modern Japan was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about
your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many
ways to get book which you wanted.
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