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Like their predecessors throughout the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries, popes John Paul II and
Benedict XVI have emphasized the importance of philosophy in the Catholic intellectual tradition. In his
encyclical Fides et ratio (1998), John Paul II called on philosophers “to have the courage to recover, in the
flow of an enduringly valid philosophical tradition, the range of authentic wisdom and truth.” Where the late
pope spoke of an “enduringly valid tradition,” Jacques Maritain and other Thomists often have referred to the
“perennial tradition” or to “perennial philosophy.” Words of Wisdom responds to John Paul's call for the
development of this tradition with a much-needed dictionary of terms. 

As a resource for students in colleges, universities, and seminaries, as well as for teachers of the perennial
tradition and interested general readers, Words of Wisdom occupies a unique place. It offers precise, yet
clear and understandable accounts of well over a thousand key philosophical terms, richly cross-referenced.
It also explains significant terms from other philosophical movements with which Thomism (and the
Catholic intellectual tradition more generally) has engaged—either through debate or through judicious and
creative incorporation. Moreover, it identifies a number of theological and doctrinal expressions to which
perennial philosophy has contributed. Finally, it provides a comprehensive bibliography of works by
Aquinas in English, expositions and discussions of perennial themes, and representative examples from the
writings of all philosophers and theologians mentioned in dictionary entries.

“A good dictionary is a great thing. In over 1,000 entries, Words of Wisdom manages to be concise, as it
must be, and complete where it should be. Its notes on usage by contemporary scholars I find particularly
helpful. Students and teachers alike will be grateful to Dr. Carlson for taking up the challenge of John Paul II
to appreciate and illuminate the ‘great tradition of philosophy.’” —David Ruel Foster, Athenaeum of Ohio
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From reader reviews:

Eric Chabot:

This Words of Wisdom: A Philosophical Dictionary for the Perennial Tradition book is simply not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a
lot of information you will get. This kind of Words of Wisdom: A Philosophical Dictionary for the Perennial
Tradition without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't be worry Words of Wisdom: A Philosophical Dictionary for the Perennial Tradition can
bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with
your lovely laptop even telephone. This Words of Wisdom: A Philosophical Dictionary for the Perennial
Tradition having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Toni Bays:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this
Words of Wisdom: A Philosophical Dictionary for the Perennial Tradition.

Irma Huges:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Words of Wisdom: A Philosophical Dictionary for the Perennial
Tradition why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.

April Harry:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. On
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add



your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Words of Wisdom: A Philosophical Dictionary for the Perennial Tradition when you needed it?
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