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What makes somebody a Loser, a person doomed to unfulfilled dreams and humiliation? Nobody is born to
lose, and yet failure embodies our worst fears. The Loser is our national bogeyman, and his history over the
past two hundred years reveals the dark side of success, how economic striving reshaped the self and soul of
America.

From colonial days to the Columbine tragedy, Scott Sandage explores how failure evolved from a business
loss into a personality deficit, from a career setback to a gauge of our self-worth. From hundreds of private
diaries, family letters, business records, and even early credit reports, Sandage reconstructs the dramas of
real-life Willy Lomans. He unearths their confessions and denials, foolish hopes and lost faith, sticking
places and changing times. Dreamers, suckers, and nobodies come to life in the major scenes of American
history, like the Civil War and the approach of big business, showing how the national quest for success
remade the individual ordeal of failure.

Born Losers is a pioneering work of American cultural history, which connects everyday attitudes and
anxieties about failure to lofty ideals of individualism and salesmanship of self. Sandage's storytelling will
resonate with all of us as it brings to life forgotten men and women who wrestled with The Loser--the label
and the experience--in the days when American capitalism was building a nation of winners.
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From reader reviews:

William Hoover:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Born Losers: A History of Failure in
America will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Nora Emerson:

This Born Losers: A History of Failure in America book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is
in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind
of Born Losers: A History of Failure in America without we recognize teach the one who reading through it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Born Losers: A History of Failure in
America can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because
you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Born Losers: A History of Failure in America
having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Michael Castillo:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Born Losers: A History of Failure in
America guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Born Losers: A History of Failure in America as good
book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by
its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Ryan Harrison:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Born Losers: A History of Failure in America
can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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