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Returning to Spain after fighting in the Battle of Lepanto and other Mediterranean campaigns against the
Turks, the soldier Miguel de Cervantes was captured by Barbary pirates and taken captive to Algiers. The
five years he spent in the Algerian bagnios or prison-houses (1575-1580) made an indelible impression on
his works. From the first plays and narratives written after his release to his posthumous novel, the story of
Cervantes's traumatic experience continuously speaks through his writings. Cervantes in Algiers offers a
comprehensive view of his life as a slave and, particularly, of the lingering effects this traumatic experience
had on his literary production.

No work has documented in such vivid and illuminating detail the socio-political world of sixteenth-century
Algiers, Cervantes's life in the prison-house, his four escape attempts, and the conditions of his final ransom.
Garces's portrait of a sophisticated multi-ethnic culture in Algiers, moreover, is likely to open up new
discussions about early modern encounters between Christians and Muslims. By bringing together evidence
from many different sources, historical and literary, Garces reconstructs the relations between Christians,
Muslims, and renegades in a number of Cervantes's writings.

The idea that survivors of captivity need to repeat their story in order to survive (an insight invoked from
Coleridge to Primo Levi to Dori Laub) explains not only Cervantes's storytelling but also the book that
theorizes it so compellingly. As a former captive herself (a hostage of Colombian guerrillas), the author
reads and listens to Cervantes with another ear.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Asbury:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important for us. The book Cervantes in Algiers: A Captive's Tale ended up being making you to
know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The reserve Cervantes in Algiers: A Captive's Tale is not only giving you more new information but also for
being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship together with the book Cervantes in Algiers: A Captive's Tale. You never really feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Corrina Sutton:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Cervantes in Algiers:
A Captive's Tale suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book
untitled Cervantes in Algiers: A Captive's Taleis the one of several books in which everyone read now. That
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape
that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Nyla Gomez:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Cervantes in Algiers: A Captive's Tale
is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have
got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.
You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Barbara Saddler:

Beside this Cervantes in Algiers: A Captive's Tale in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Cervantes
in Algiers: A Captive's Tale because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have
book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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