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Exploring more than a dozen personal collections of contemporary artists, this unique and revealing book
probes the aesthetic and psychological dimensions of collecting and shows how objects can influence and
reflect their owners' work. Throughout history artists have collected objects for professional and private
reasons. Picasso, for example, collected African and Oceanic art; Walker Evans amassed a huge collection of
postcards depicting ordinary Americans; and Matisse was an avid collector of exotic textiles and furniture.
This book takes a look at the private collecting habits of contemporary artists including Arman, Peter Blake,
Hanne Darboven, Edmund de Waal, Damien Hirst, Howard Hodgkin, Dr Lakra, Sol LeWitt, Martin Parr, Jim
Shaw, Hiroshi Sugimoto, Andy Warhol, Pae White, and Martin Wong/Danh Vo. Their holdings range from
mass-produced memorabilia and popular collectibles, such as cookie jars and children's toys owned by
Warhol, to unique curiosities and specimens, like Blake's collection of Walter Potter taxidermy, and other
curios and rarefied artifacts, such as important examples of African art owned by Arman. Presented
alongside key examples of their work, these objects provide insight into the inspirations, influences, motives,
and obsessions of their owners. A lead essay examines the reasons why artists collect, attempting to
understand the relationship between the objects artists amass and the works they make, and contributions by
or on each of the artists reflect on the personal significance of collecting habits.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Leavitt:

The book Magnificent Obsessions: The Artist as Collector can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Magnificent Obsessions:
The Artist as Collector? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Magnificent Obsessions: The Artist as Collector has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Lavonne Ouellette:

This book untitled Magnificent Obsessions: The Artist as Collector to be one of several books this best seller
in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to
buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

James Brown:

Often the book Magnificent Obsessions: The Artist as Collector will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Magnificent Obsessions: The Artist as Collector is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Samuel Potter:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Magnificent Obsessions: The
Artist as Collector to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open
up a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Magnificent Obsessions: The Artist as Collector can to be your
brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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