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Does everyone who joins a local church need to be baptized? What should churches that practice believer's
baptism do about those who were “baptized” as infants? This is a live question for many churches today, and
it raises a host of other crucial questions: What is the meaning and function of baptism? Does baptism have
any inherent relationship to the local church? How do baptism and the Lord’s Supper fit together? What
exactly is “church membership”?
 
To answer the question of whether baptism is required for church membership, Going Public seeks to rebuild
ecclesiological foundations, digging deep into the Bible’s teaching on baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and
church membership. Bobby Jamieson describes how baptism and the Lord’s Supper transform a scattered
group of Christians into a gathered local church. It traces the trajectory of a church’s birth, how gospel
people form a gospel polity.
 
Baptism is where faith goes public. It is the initiating oath-sign of the new covenant. It is the passport of
Christ’s kingdom and a kingdom citizen’s swearing-in. The Lord’s Supper is the renewing oath-sign of the
new covenant, a corporate act of fellowship with Christ that binds the church into one body. Baptism confers
church membership and the Lord’s Supper confirms it. Baptism confers membership; the Lord’s Supper
renews it. So baptism is required for church membership like vows are required for marriage.  
 
After building and summarizing this positive theological case for why baptism is required for church
membership, the book answers objections, poses challenges to the open membership view, and applies this
theological vision to the local church’s practice of baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and church membership.
 
Why is baptism required for church membership? Because church membership is a public affirmation of
someone’s public profession of faith in Christ, and Jesus has appointed baptism as the means by which his
followers publicly profess their faith in him. Why does this question matter? Because removing baptism
from membership erases the line Jesus himself has drawn between the church and the world.
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From reader reviews:

Anne Hahn:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Going Public: Why
Baptism Is Required for Church Membership suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer
in this era. Typically the book untitled Going Public: Why Baptism Is Required for Church Membershipis
the main of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world.
When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The
author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world with this book.

Joshua Matthews:

The e-book untitled Going Public: Why Baptism Is Required for Church Membership is the reserve that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Going Public: Why Baptism Is Required for Church
Membership from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Melissa Ray:

Going Public: Why Baptism Is Required for Church Membership can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Going
Public: Why Baptism Is Required for Church Membership but doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Manuel Arndt:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Going Public:
Why Baptism Is Required for Church Membership.
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