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Illustrated with color and black-and-white images of the mountain and its associated religious practices, H.
Byron Earhart's study utilizes his decades of fieldwork--including climbing Fuji with three pilgrimage
groups--and his research into Japanese and Western sources to offer a comprehensive overview of the
evolving imagery of Mount Fuji from ancient times to the present day. Included in the book is a link to his
twenty-eight minute streaming video documentary of Fuji pilgrimage and practice, Fuji: Sacred Mountain of
Japan.
Beginning with early reflections on the beauty and power associated with the mountain in medieval Japanese
literature, Earhart examines how these qualities fostered spiritual practices such as Shugendo, which
established rituals and a temple complex at the mountain as a portal to an ascetic otherworld. As a focus of
worship, the mountain became a source of spiritual insight, rebirth, and prophecy through the practitioners
Kakugyo and Jikigyo, whose teachings led to social movements such as Fujido (the way of Fuji) and to a
variety of pilgrimage confraternities making images and replicas of the mountain for use in local rituals.
Earhart shows how the seventeenth-century commodification of Mount Fuji inspired powerful interpretive
renderings of the "peerless" mountain of Japan, such as those of the nineteenth-century print masters
Hiroshige and Hokusai, which were largely responsible for creating the international reputation of Mount
Fuji. In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, images of Fuji served as an expression of a unique and
superior Japanese culture. With its distinctive shape firmly embedded in Japanese culture but its ethical,
ritual, and spiritual associations made malleable over time, Mount Fuji came to symbolize ultranationalistic
ambitions in the 1930s and early 1940s, peacetime democracy as early as 1946, and a host of artistic,
naturalistic, and commercial causes, even the exotic and erotic, in the decades since.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Hamlin:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular
crowded place and notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for
a while is reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Mount Fuji: Icon of
Japan (Studies in Comparative Religion) book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Ruth McGrath:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Mount Fuji: Icon of
Japan (Studies in Comparative Religion) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Michael Alvarado:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is actually
Mount Fuji: Icon of Japan (Studies in Comparative Religion).

Edward Vogler:

This Mount Fuji: Icon of Japan (Studies in Comparative Religion) is great e-book for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can
claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Mount Fuji: Icon of Japan (Studies in Comparative Religion) in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that
offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?
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