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Suspensions of Perception is a major historical study of human attention and its volatile role in modern
Western culture. It argues that the ways in which we intently look at or listen to anything result from crucial
changes in the nature of perception that can be traced back to the second half of the nineteenth century.

Focusing on the period from about 1880 to 1905, Jonathan Crary examines the connections between the
modernization of subjectivity and the dramatic expansion and industrialization of visual/auditory culture. At
the core of his project is the paradoxical nature of modern attention, which was both a fundamental condition
of individual freedom, creativity, and experience and a central element in the efficient functioning of
economic and disciplinary institutions as well as the emerging spaces of mass consumption and spectacle.

Crary approaches these issues through multiple analyses of single works by three key modernist painters --
Manet, Seurat, and Cezanne -- who each engaged in a singular confrontation with the disruptions, vacancies,
and rifts within a perceptual field. Each in his own way discovered that sustained attentiveness, rather than
fixing or securing the world, led to perceptual disintegration and loss of presence, and each used this
discovery as the basis for a reinvention of representational practices.

Suspensions of Perception decisively relocates the problem of aesthetic contemplation within a broader
collective encounter with the unstable nature of perception -- in psychology, philosophy, neurology, early
cinema, and photography. In doing so, it provides a historical framework for understanding the current social
crisis of attention amid the accelerating metamorphoses of our contemporary technological culture.
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From reader reviews:

Francisca Varney:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Suspensions of Perception: Attention, Spectacle,
and Modern Culture (October Books). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important some sort of book Suspensions of Perception: Attention,
Spectacle, and Modern Culture (October Books). You can add information and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it
is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Katie Grossi:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Suspensions of Perception: Attention,
Spectacle, and Modern Culture (October Books) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far
more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading some
sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to
find best book or acceptable book with you?

Tammie Turman:

Suspensions of Perception: Attention, Spectacle, and Modern Culture (October Books) can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight
arrangement in writing Suspensions of Perception: Attention, Spectacle, and Modern Culture (October
Books) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data
that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial considering.

Alicia Cain:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Suspensions of Perception:
Attention, Spectacle, and Modern Culture (October Books) to make your personal reading is interesting.
Your skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion
for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the reserve Suspensions of Perception: Attention,



Spectacle, and Modern Culture (October Books) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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