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From the first amateur leagues of the 1860s to the exploits of Livan and Orlando "El Duque" Hernandez,
here is the definitive history of baseball in Cuba. Roberto Gonzalez Echevarria expertly traces the arc of the
game, intertwining its heroes and their stories with the politics, music, dance, and literature of the Cuban
people. What emerges is more than a story of balls and strikes, but a richly detailed history of Cuba told from
the unique cultural perch of the baseball diamond.
Filling a void created by Cuba's rejection of bullfighting and Spanish hegemony, baseball quickly became a
crucial stitch in the complex social fabric of the island. By the early 1940s Cuba had become major conduit
in spreading the game throughout Latin America, and a proving ground for some of the greatest talent in all
of baseball, where white major leaguers and Negro League players from the U.S. all competed on the same
fields with the cream of Latin talent. Indeed, readers will be introduced to several black ballplayers of Afro-
Cuban descent who played in the Major Leagues before Jackie Robinson broke the color barrier once and for
all. Often dramatic, and always culturally resonant, Gonzalez Echevarria's narrative expertly lays open the
paradox of fierce Cuban independence from the U.S. with Cuba's love for our national pastime. It shows how
Fidel Castro cannily associated himself with the sport for patriotic p.r.--and reveals that his supposed
baseball talent is purely mythical. Based on extensive primary research and a wealth of interviews, the
colorful, often dramatic anecdotes and stories in this distinguished book comprise the most comprehensive
history of Cuban baseball yet published and ultimately adds a vital lost chapter to the history of baseball in
the U.S.
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From reader reviews:

Concepcion Maldonado:

This The Pride of Havana: A History of Cuban Baseball book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This
The Pride of Havana: A History of Cuban Baseball without we know teach the one who reading it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry The Pride of Havana: A History of Cuban Baseball
can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Pride of Havana: A History of Cuban Baseball
having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Dwight Ivers:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline The Pride of
Havana: A History of Cuban Baseball suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer
in this era. Often the book untitled The Pride of Havana: A History of Cuban Baseballis the main of several
books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-
book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a
great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Edward Roth:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book.
When you examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The The Pride of Havana: A History of Cuban Baseball provide you with a new experience in
looking at a book.

Joshua Stickley:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Pride of Havana: A History of
Cuban Baseball can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have
than the others?
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