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Chinese classical furniture is esteemed throughout the world for its beauty, functionalism, and influence on
contemporary design aesthetics. Sarah Handler's stunningly illustrated volume traces Chinese hardwood
furniture from its earliest origins in the Shang dynasty (c. 1500 to c. 1050 B.C.) to the present. She offers a
fascinating and poetic view of Chinese furniture as functional sculpture, a fine art alongside the other
Chinese arts of calligraphy, architecture, painting, and literature.

Handler, a widely respected scholar of Chinese furniture, uses her knowledge of Chinese social, political,
and economic history to provide a backdrop for understanding the many nuances of this art form. Drawing
on literary and visual evidence from excavated materials, written texts, paintings, prints, and engravings, she
discusses how people lived, their notions of hierarchy, and their perceptions of space. Her descriptions of
historical developments, such as the shift from mats to chairs, evoke the psychological and sociological
ramifications.

The invention of a distinctive way to support and contain people and things within the household is one of
China's singular contributions, says Handler. With more than three hundred exquisite illustrations, many in
color, Handler's comprehensive study reveals "the magical totality of Chinese classical furniture, from its
rich surfaces and shrewd proportions down to the austere soul of art that resides in the hardwood interiors."
Austere Luminosity recognizes Chinese classical furniture as one of China's premier arts, unique in the
furniture traditions of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Jones:

The reserve with title Austere Luminosity of Chinese Classical Furniture has a lot of information that you
can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding
the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important
to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Regina Laporte:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is usually Austere Luminosity of Chinese Classical Furniture.

Carla Arbogast:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Austere Luminosity of Chinese Classical
Furniture guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Austere Luminosity of
Chinese Classical Furniture as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one
publication that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense
to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.

James Batts:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
several books in the top record in your reading list is definitely Austere Luminosity of Chinese Classical
Furniture. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person.
By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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