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Party identification may be the single most powerful predictor of voting behavior, yet scholars continue to
disagree on whether this is good or bad for democracy. Some argue that party identification functions as a
highly efficient information shortcut, guiding voters to candidates that represent their interests. Others argue
that party identification biases voters' perceptions, thereby undermining accountability. Competing Motives
in the Partisan Mind provides a framework for understanding the conditions under which each of the
characterizations is most apt. The answer hinges on whether a person has sufficient motivation and ability to
defend her party identity or whether norms of good citizenship motivate her to adjust her party identity to
reflect her disagreements.

A series of surveys and experiments provide a window into the partisan mind during times of conflict
between party identity and political attitudes. These studies show that individuals devote cognitive resources
to defending their party identities against dissonant thoughts, often resorting to elaborate justifications.
However, when cognitive resources are insufficient, these defenses break down and partisans are forced to
adjust their identities to reflect disagreements. In addition, thoughts of civic duty can stimulate
responsiveness motivation to the point that it overwhelms partisan motivation, leading individuals to adjust
their identities to reflect their disagreements.

In demonstrating the influence of competing motives, this book reconciles the two dominant theories of party
identification. Rather than characterizing party identification as either a highly stable affective attachment or
a running tally of political evaluations, it suggests that the nature of party identification hinges on the
interplay between the motivations that underlie it. Perhaps even more importantly, this book shifts the
discussion away from partisan change versus stability to the normative implications of party identification.
While the polarization of American politics may be exacerbating partisan biases, there is plenty of reason for
hope. By simply making citizens' widespread feelings of civic duty salient to them, these biases may be
overcome.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Chesson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Competing Motives in the Partisan Mind: How Loyalty and Responsiveness
Shape Party Identification and Democracy (Series in Political Psychology) book is readable by simply you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected
with Competing Motives in the Partisan Mind: How Loyalty and Responsiveness Shape Party Identification
and Democracy (Series in Political Psychology) content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you
still thinking Competing Motives in the Partisan Mind: How Loyalty and Responsiveness Shape Party
Identification and Democracy (Series in Political Psychology) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading
book?

Bradley Bishop:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Competing Motives in the Partisan Mind: How Loyalty
and Responsiveness Shape Party Identification and Democracy (Series in Political Psychology) can give you
a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer
you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Competing Motives in the Partisan Mind: How Loyalty and
Responsiveness Shape Party Identification and Democracy (Series in Political Psychology).

Mary Quinn:

You can obtain this Competing Motives in the Partisan Mind: How Loyalty and Responsiveness Shape Party
Identification and Democracy (Series in Political Psychology) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Grace Smith:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Competing Motives in the Partisan Mind: How Loyalty
and Responsiveness Shape Party Identification and Democracy (Series in Political Psychology) was colorful



and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Competing Motives in the Partisan Mind: How
Loyalty and Responsiveness Shape Party Identification and Democracy (Series in Political Psychology) has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read
and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading that will.
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